
Topic Resources | 2020 SOR website | Global religion distribution map
RELIGION AND NON-RELIGION - REVISION Religion and Non-Religion - A SUMMARY

	Syllabus Points
	Notes

	The religious dimension in human history
	

	The expression of the religious dimension in human history

· Animism
· Polytheism
· Monotheism 
	THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION IN HUMAN HISTORY

	Animism
	
	All natural objects, including living creatures, had a soul or spirit which existed separately and independently of its physical being.



	CHARACTERISTICS
	EXAMPLES

	· One of the earliest and most influential theories developed on the issue of origins of religion
· Archeological investigation provided evidence to support the idea that prehistoric human communities displayed signs of religious belief
· All facets of the natural world, from elemental forces of nature to animate flora and fauna were considered as being more or less of equal importance - because everything was perceived as being endowed with a spirit of soul
	Animism is the belief that natural events such as windstorms, the transition from day to night, tornadoes, and volcanic eruptions could be attributed to the actions of the spirits, also known as "animae".

The traditional religion and spirituality of Australian Aboriginal people has animistic features like the traditional religions of Melanesian, Polyneisan     and Micronesian communities of the Oceanic region. Features of animism found among African communities as well as the beliefs of the Native American Indians




	Polytheism
	
	The belief in and worship of multiple gods or deities.



	CHARACTERISTICS
	EXAMPLES

	· Believed as having developed from animism
· Polytheistic deities are invested with their own stories, individual personalities particular skills and position in the hierarchy of gods
· It can be argued that the deities of polytheistic religious systems are more personal and accessible than the typically distant high god of monotheistic religious systems
· Polytheistic divinities are rarely all powerful and all knowing
· Polytheistic gods resemble human beings in the sense that these gods have limitations upon their powers, even though they often have special powers or skills and are generally immortal
· Often these gods are depicted as having jurisdictional skills and powers, which range from controlling a particular family to the governance of fertility and childbearing
· The existence of multiple divinities necessitates a highly stratified and structured divine world
	· pre-Christian societies in Europe had polytheistic religious beliefs
· Polytheistic religious practices are generally found in more advanced societies of the historical period




	Monotheism
	
	The belief that there is only one god



	CHARACTERISTICS
	EXAMPLES

	· The god is understood as an all powerful, all knowing and ever present being who created the world

Deism
· Affirms the belief in the oneness of god but rejects the notion that god is an active agent in human history
· God is understood as not playing an active part in human history

Pantheism
· A philosophy that provides another interpretation of monotheism
· Pantheism acknowledges the intervention of god in human history
	· Associated with the religious systems of Christianity, Judaism and Islam
· Thinkers in Greek antiquity such as Plato, Xenophanes and Aristotle often spoke of a united, singular divine reality
· Xenophanes spoke of the “All-One”
· Aristotle spoke of an eternal God
· Plato stressed the idea that God was all-good
· In ancient Egypt during the reign of Amenhotep, Amun was installed as the one true god and the only god that was allowed to be worshipped
· Presence of a worship of one deity can be found in Zoroastrianism and some strands of Buddhism and Hinduism







	The significance of the religious dimension in human history

· Meaning and purpose for the individual
· Social cohesion
· Social transformation
	THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RELIGIOUS DIMENSION IN HUMAN HISTORY
>>> MEANING AND PURPOSE FOR THE INDIVIDUAL

	Meaning and purpose
	Religion offers a sense of belonging within a community for individuals, answers key religious questions and provides certainty in an ever-changing world. Religion is a projection of fundamental human needs with the role of religion playing a significant role in individual identity and cultural identity of a group.



Meaning and purpose provided by religions

	Key religious questions
· Religions questions concerned with origin, purpose, destiny of humankind
Religion provides certainty in an ever changing world
· Religion provides a sense of consistency and certainty to life in a world that appears to be ever changing
Religion offers a sense of belonging within a community for individuals
· Provide individuals with a sense of belonging within a community
Role of ritual practice
· Ritual practice strengthens the individual’s relationship with a divine being or ultimate reality, but it also renews an individual’s bonds with a community of believers
· Religion plays a significant role in reinforcing the cultural identity of a group
Theory of religion as a projection of fundamental human needs
· Given the role of religion in fulfilling fundamental human needs





>>> SOCIAL COHESION

	Social cohesion
	A sense of unity and purpose which goes beyond the individual and unite family into the society at large



Social cohesion provided by religions

	Social cohesion is provided by the religious dimension because religion connects people and this connection creates wellbeing
· Social cohesion occurs when individuals feel their social goals are aligned to the group goals within society

Religious dimension provides social cohesion through such means as:
· Creating laws for society
· Teaching people about shared customs and practices
· Caring for those in need
· Educating adherents
· Providing political structures/government
· Creating literature which assists adherents to understand their role in society
· Provided themes for paining, sculptures, music and architecture based on the beliefs of the tradition




>>> SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION

	Social Transformation
	On a national or a global level is provided by the religious dimension by significant numbers of people working through a common process for a common goal



Social transformation provided by religions

	Religious dimension contributes to social transformation:
· Contributing to social reform
· Waging wars to establish orthodoxy
· Religions have also been the means of destroying cultures and devastating indigenous populations
· Crusades and conquests of the New World
· Integrating new cultural and social factors
· Opposing new philosophies/cultural expressions and technologies




>>> APPLICATION TO CHRISTIANITY, ISLAM AND JUDAISM

	
	Meaning and purpose
for the individual adherents
	Social cohesion
- meaning and purpose for the community of believers
	Social transformation

	Christianity

Founded by Jesus of Nazareth in the Middle Eastern region. 
	Christian faith is about following in Jesus’ footsteps to become good people and stewards of God’s creation that he has given to adherents out of love and care. Christians promote good values and participate in social activities to support those in need, better the individual adhere to beliefs taught and embedded in the Bible; Christianity’s holy text.
	Catholic World Youth Day in 2008
Purpose is to reach the next generation of Catholics and express the core teachings of Christ that are lived and communicated through the Church and adherents.
	Church donations
Christian adherents make financial donations to the church to support its mission in delivering the word of God and thus proving the church an entity of social transformation. Volunteers help run church programs such as Sunday School which promotes the word of God in youth.

	Islam

Prophet Muhammad founded the religion in 622CE in Madinah.
	Islamic faith is about belief in Allah, that he is the only supreme creator of everything. Islamic adherents aim to devote their lives to following the will of Allah. Adherents participate in zakat, giving to those less fortunate and aiming to achieve an equal society. They participate in faithful activities including daily prayer to show their devotion and appreciation to Allah.
	The Hajj
Participation in the annual Hajj shows adherents significant devotion and dedication to the worship and will of one God. Social cohesion is present in adherents collectively reflecting and asking for forgiveness in their lives; race, territory and language disappear as faith bonds followers together.
	Zakat
Zakat or charity is one of the five pillars of Islam and is the way in which the Mosque supports the community. Muslims are obliged to contribute 2.5% of excess personal wealth to those less fortunate. Muslims also participate in zakat at the end of Ramadan so that the poor can celebrate the end of fasting.

	Judaism

Judaism originated in the beliefs of the Bronze Age people, who roamed the deserts of the Middle East.
	The Jewish tradition is all about residing in G-d. The adherents believe that G-d created the world and all its adherents and therefore their ultimate purpose in life is to live out and protect G-ds creation. They aim to do this through charitable givings, aiming to achieve a just and equal society, reestablishing G-ds vessels into our society.
	Shabbat
Promotes social togetherness through communal and individual participation in prayer, synagogue worship services and a day of rest. Shabbat invites adherents to replicate the 7th day of creation where G-d reseted to come together and break away from everyday life and to reflect and devote a day to G-d.
	Tikkun Olam
The notion that if one person saves another, then they have saved the world. Tikkun Olam’s aim is to achieve HaMascheah, ‘a perfected world’ by reminding adherents that they have a responsibility to rectify inequalities by assisting the poor and needy.




	The global distribution of the five major religious traditions

· Statistical data of the current global distribution of the five major religious traditions
	GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE FIVE MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS
>>> Global religion distribution map
>>> 2023 Religion statistics by country

ORIGINS, DIASPORA AND CURRENT GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION

	
	How did the religious tradition begin?
	How/Why the religion dispersed
	Current global distribution

	Christianity
	Founded by Jesus of Nazareth
	Paul of Tarsus began to formalise and proclaim Christian beliefs within its own system and structure.
	Christianity is everywhere, particularly in Australia, the Americas, Russia and Ukraine

	Hinduism
	Hinduism has no founder. It is a fusion of various beliefs.
	Colonisation
	Majority of hindus are in India

	Judaism
	Founded by Abraham
	Judaism spread after the Babylonian exile
	United States and Israel are home to the majority of Jews

	Islam
	Founded by the Prophet Muhammad
	Islam spread through military conquest, trade, pilgrimage, and missionaries
	Indian, Pakistan, Bangladesh boast the three largest Islamic populations of the world

	Buddhism
	Founded by Siddhartha Gautama in the Ganges Plain
	Buddhism spread through networks of overland and maritime routes
	Today, Mahayana Buddhism is located mainly in Japan, Korea, Mongolia, and Tibet, Vietnam and in some parts of India and Russia. The major centres of Theravada Buddhism are Burma, Cambodia, Laos, Sri Lanka And Thailand.



GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION STATISTICS (2010)

	
	Number of adherents
	% of world population
	Country with greatest number of affiliates

	(Based on the 2010 world population of 6.9 billion)

	Christianity
	2,173,180,000
· 50% Catholic
· 37% Protestant
· 12% Orthodox
· 1% other
	31% of world population
	Majority in the United States

	Islam
	1,598,510,000
· 87-90% Sunni
· 10-13% Shia
	24.9% of world population
	Majority in Indonesia

	Hinduism
	1,033,080,000
	15.2% of world population
	94% live in India

	Buddhism
	487,540,000
	6.6% of world population
	50% live in China

	Judaism 
	13,850,000
	0.2% of the world
	41% live in United States
41% live in Israel

	Non-Affiliated (No affiliation with religion)
	1,126,500,000
	15.58% of world population
	20% (1-in-5) of people in the United States are religiously unaffiliated


[image: Points scored]

DISTRIBUTION ON CONTINENTS + HISTORICAL DIASPORA

	Continent
	Main Religion
	Why? (Historical context)

	Australia
	Christianity - Predominantly protestant
	Christianity
Period of Renaissance saw the beginnings of the European empire building and colonisation with Christian missionaries spread the Christian word to the four corners of the globe, from Asia, to Africa and to North America.
The 16th century Reformation divided an already fragmented Christianity by splitting the Western Christianity into Catholic and Protestant Churches.

Hinduism
Hinduism is largely restricted to the Indian subcontinent, because Hinduism is greatly dependent upon the Indian culture for its existence.

Islam
Within a century of the death of the Prophet Muhammad, in 632 CE, Islam had spread to Palestine, Persia, Egypt, Syria, North Africa and Spain. In the 7th century, In the seventh century CE, Islam penetrated Damascus, Persia, Jerusalem, Caesarea and Egypt. Today, North Africa is predominantly a Muslim region. The Crusades which took place between the 11th and 13th centuries were an important vehicle for the spread of Islam into Europe

Judaism
Judaism developed in the ancient land of Canaan, known today as Israel. After centuries of exile, as a result of persecution and conquest by the Assyrians, then the Babylonians and finally by the Romans, the Jewish people came to be scattered across Europe and the Middle East.

Buddhism
Buddhism grew as an offshoot of its mother religion Hinduism. The spread of Buddhism into central Asia was largely the result of the influence of an Indian king by the name of King Asoka who became the first Buddhist to send out missionaries to spread and proclaim the works of Gautama. The work of these missionaries was largely restricted to the Indian subcontinent. Asoka sent out emissaries to many nations outside India. Buddhism was brought to China by missionaries and traders.

	Africa
	Tribal
Christianity
Islam
	

	Asia
	Buddhism
Hinduism
Chinese religions
	

	Europe
	Christianity - Predominantly Eastern Orthodox
	

	North America
	Christianity - Predominantly Eastern Orthodox
Tribal
Uninhabited
	

	South America 
	Christianity - Predominantly Catholic
	




	New religious expression
	

	The rise of new religious expression and spiritualities

· Reasons for the rise of new religious expressions as people:
· Search for personal fulfilment
· Seek ethical guidelines
· Seek to clarify their relationship with society
	THE RISE OF NEW RELIGIOUS EXPRESSIONS AND SPIRITUALITIES

	New Religious Expression
	Religious traditions that are new and based on modern ideas

	Spirituality
	The recognition of something divine, beyond the material world



Reasons for the rise of new religious expressions:
· Census figures show dissatisfaction with traditional religious groups
· Strong and growing longing for a spiritual dimension to life

New religions are based on:
· Perceived wisdom or insight drawn from aspects of ancient religious belief
· Psychological framework of unlocking human potential
· Pseudo-scientific approaches to health and wellbeing


CHARACTERISTICS OF RELIGION IN CONTRAST TO THOSE OF NEW AGE RELIGIONS

	
	Characteristics of religion
	Characteristics of New Age Religions

	Beliefs and believers
	Underpin the religious practice of a particular religion for believers
	· Focused on the particular needs of the individual
· No structure or hierarchy associated with new religious expressions

	Sacred Texts and Writings
	Contain important beliefs of a religion and contain sacred stories that explain how people are connected to the supernatural dimension
	· Religious expressions generally do not have any doctrine of social renewal beyond the needs of the individual and do not require any action in the service of others

	Ethics
	The reasoning behind moral decision making. Ethics are the laws which embody key doctrinal beliefs, allowing for the practical application of the religion
	People are attracted to new religious expressions due to:
· The search for personal fulfilment
· The need for ethical guidance
· The desire to belong to and understand their relationship with society

	Rituals and ceremonies
	Practical expressions of aspects of a religion. Involve prescribed words, actions and symbols, helping to lead to a greater understanding of the ultimate reality
	



REASONS FOR THE RISE OF NEW RELIGIOUS EXPRESSIONS

	Search for personal fulfilment
	
	Seeking individual happiness without reliance on anyone/anything



The most significant reason for attraction to New Age Religions

APPEAL
· Easy and simple ways for people to become happier without commitment to significant change
· Unnecessary for commitments to a traditional religion
· Traditional religious beliefs are regarded as irrelevant - there is a strong need to find meaning and purpose in life’s journey.
· Opportunities offered appeal to many who are searching for meaning in life and looking for ways to feel more fulfilled
· Personal fulfilment offered in a variety of ways - physical and emotional wellbeing
· Relaxation: New Age Religions focus on mindfulness and relaxation, making them more appealing
· Personal realisation: New religious expressions permit people to pick from a range of practices that focuses on the individual

	Example
	Pentecostalism
· More lively worship
· Emphasises the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· No sacraments
· Preach based on literal interpretations of the Christian Bible




	Seeking ethical guidelines
	
	Seeking guidance in determining ethical guidelines



Everything becomes a matter of personal choice, there is a lack of moral certainty in a secular society

APPEAL
· Guidance traditional religious traditions provide is seen as meaningless and irrelevant
· People find support through the approaches of some new religious expressions which incorporate ethical code or a simple mechanism to determine ethical guidance
· Traditional values don’t allow for ethical independence and initiative - strict rules
· Traditional religions are outdated - not suitable for the modern world
· New Religious expressions encourage ‘Moral Relativism’ - there is not one true set of morals
· Traditional religious traditions lack clarity and specificity
· Religious ethics cannot keep up with Modern Problems (law, health, relationships)
· Traditional religion guidelines can be vague because modern problems are not addressed in sacred texts
· People move to New Religious expressions to update their own understanding of religion to fit the modern world


	Seek to clarify their relationship with society
	
	Seeking to be apart of a community and relate to wider society



Modern society is less community orientated.
Aspects of modern societies work against the development of relationships and as a consequence some people feel isolated and alienated from society

Cult of individualism.
· Failure of religious communities to provide a meaningful and relevant experience of community has left a void that may be filled for some through an involvement with New Religious expressions or spiritualities
· Four of the most significant factors are:
· The rise of materialism
· Scientific progress
· Growth of ecological awareness
· Disenchantment with traditional religious practice and guidance

APPEAL
· New Religious expressions allow people to have a meaningful relationship with society and give back without having to adopt all ethics of religious traditions
· Individualism → It is the idea of being independent, rather than relying on the control of large institutions such as the Church. An emerging trend in the Western World.
· For individuals, new religious expressions means they don’t have to be part of formalised religious practice to feel connected with society
· New religious expressions means that unconventional rituals and practices allow people to connect with others with like-minded beliefs




	The influences on the growth of new religious expressions and spiritualities

· How the following have influenced the growth of new religious expressions and spiritualities:
· The rise of materialism
· Scientific progress
· Growth of ecological awareness
· Disenchantment with ‘traditional’ religious practice and guidance
	THE INFLUENCES ON THE GROWTH OF NEW RELIGIOUS EXPRESSIONS AND SPIRITUALITIES
Why these influences contribute to the growth of new religious expressions and spiritualities:

	Materialism
	
	Tendency to consider material possessions and physical comfort as more important than spiritual values



· Increasingly materialistic nature of society
· Some new age religions attest to being a means of gaining wealth
· Wish to gain wealth and prosperity quickly and without great effort on the part of the individual
· Materialism encourages individuals to seek their own fulfilment and satisfaction without regard for others
· Consumerism effectively claims that personal fulfilment, happiness and wellbeing can be "purchased" as a kind of commodity

	Scientific progress
	
	Progressions in science that uncover or test aspects of religious traditions



· Science can undermine faith in traditional religious institutions
· New religions expressions are taken up by people who feel that traditional religious beliefs and practices have not fulfilled a particular role or met a particular need
· Scientific progress has the effect of undermining or reducing the authority of religious traditions
· Science has achieved developments which raise questions about the worldview of traditional religious understanding
· Some people who have an unsophisticated understanding of the relationship between religious truth and scientific truth are likely to find discoveries of this type to be confirmation of the failure of religion in this area
· Fundamentalist understandings of religious truths can lead to loss of faith. To have such things overturned by scientific discoveries may lead to a loss of faith and sense of disillusionment on the part of such people
· Many examples of new expressions of religion have a pseudo-scientific basis. Some claim to provide healing, fulfilment, wellbeing etc through harnessing of the power drawn from some aspect of scientific progress. This is appealing to some people.

	Growth of ecological awareness
	
	Attitudes, values, and practices regarding nature within the religious traditions.



· Attractive to people who feel that closeness to the environment is a fulfilling and/or healing thing
· A number of these new religious expressions are adaptations of animistic perspectives and ancient nature religions.
· They seek to recapture elements of universal power which they believe are available through the natural environment. These might include rituals to connect to spiritual elements of the environment or possibly the use of natural elements in some therapeutic way
· New religious expressions and spiritualities make use of the connection between the human person and their natural environment as a source of healing and personal enrichment
· May include: nature retreats, rituals involving elements of nature and prayers invoking a power or spirit from within creation
· Other forms of new religious expression focus more on a study of ecology to learn ways of living in harmony with the environment and responsibly using the healing and therapeutic elements of the earth to provide for the needs of human beings - belief that there is a traditional wisdom within the environment

	Disenchantment with traditional religious practice and guidance
	
	Disappointment with traditional religious practices and guidance



· Disenchantment with traditional religious practice and guidance is the primary reason for an individual seeking fulfilment in other religious practices
· Traditional religious support is often seen as meaningless - Traditional religious practices do not provide a relevant and meaningful support for them in the challenges they face in the modern world
· People find the rituals of these traditions to be detached from the concerns of their daily lives - they also find the guidance on moral and ethical issues to be harsh and unreasonable
· Decline in the authority of religious leaders - loss of confidence in the authority of religious leaders
· Partly due to a perception that their leadership is out of touch with the concerns of the modern world and partly due to a serious breach in trust resulting from various instances of abuse which have come to light in recent decades
· Increasing secularism in western societies such as Australia means that there is no social imperative for a person to follow a traditional religious belief
· Many still hold religious beliefs of some form - Only a small percentage of Australians regularly attend religious services and even fewer use religious authority and teaching as a primary source of ethical guidance
· Overall it would be very optimistic to claim that one in five Australians are regular in their practice of traditional religion and/or rely on religious authority and teaching to guide their moral and ethical decisions
· Despite the relatively small numbers who regularly take part in religious services, many Australians hold religious beliefs
· Some studies have shown that up to 90% of Australians hold such religious beliefs yet many of these do not identify with the traditional religious practices available to them
· In the current environment, it is not surprising that many who have become disenchanted with traditional religious beliefs and guidance are being attracted to the range of new religious expressions and spiritualities




	Non-Religious Worldviews
	

	The human search for personal fulfilment through non-religious practices:

· Agnosticism
· Atheism
· Humanism
	THE HUMAN SEARCH FOR PERSONAL FULFILMENT THROUGH NON-RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

	Agnosticism
	
	The belief that the evidence which is supposed to prove the existence of God is insufficient at the present time



· Such matters could be conceivably change in the future because if at a later date there is sufficient evidence to prove the existence of God, then their views will change (this is the difference between Agnosticism and Atheism)

	Features of Agnosticism
	· Without a belief in God, more attention can be given to self-determination - to be wholly responsible for the life of a human a working out what is best for the individual

	How Agnosticism determines the aspirations of individuals
	· Agnosticism argues that all human aspirations like having a meaningful and purposeful life, can be achieved through the use of human reason
· Argues that all behaviour that brings about benefit for the individual and society can be discovered through human reason

	How Agnosticism determines the behaviour of individuals
	· Agnosticism sees that it is important for humans to act ethically for they belong to a species that survives bests when the group lives harmoniously and morally




	Atheism
	
	The doctrine which posits the notion that no god or divine being exists and hence nothing divine exists outside of humanity



· Humanity has no ultimate goal and no further aspirations or imperatives because without the existence of a god, there is no afterlife or next life
· Belief in a divine being is a fallacy
· Atheists assert the belief that belief in a loving God is denied by existence of evil and suffering
· Important to live a life as full and enjoyable as possible

Age of Enlightenment
The Age of Enlightenment was an intellectual movement that advocated the use of reason over religion because the letter was associated with irrationality and primitive superstitions

	Features of Atheism
	· Atheism is not an active belief system with its own set of doctrines
· Atheism can be defined in the negative as the disbelief in the notion of god or gods

	How Atheism determines the aspirations of individuals
	· Atheists argue that education is essential for humans to realise their aspirations and to learn appropriate behaviour
· Atheists see that the use of just laws and legitimate governments also provides way to achieve human aspirations and ethical life

	How Atheism determines the behaviour of individuals
	· Atheism argues for self-determination, human freedom and ethical behaviour as beneficial to the human individual and to society




	Humanism
	
	Belief that since there is no evidence which points to the existence of a supernatural being, then this life and this world are what matters



Key beliefs:
· Humans should try to live a full, happy lives and make it easier for others to do the same
· Control over their own destinies since supernatural intervention is proven to be impossible
· Belief of intrinsic goodness of humanity, but recognises that human potential is far greater than current achievement
· Humanists offer advice, guidance and direction to individuals about what is right and what is to be avoided
· For a humanist it is human reason that enables an individual to find out what is to be done and how a good life can be achieved
· Humanists believe that human beings have been successful in evolutionary terms due to an ability to manipulate and adapt to the natural world by working in a cooperative manner with other human beings
· Humanism essentially adopts a scientific view of life which argues the view that evidence shows that this life and this world are all we have.

	Rational humanism
	
	Human progress through rational thought could be utilised to better the quality of life for all of humankind



	Origins
	The period of Enlightenment fostered the spirit of rational humanism

	Position
	· Affirms the dignity of each human being
· To support all humanity, it argues that this freedom for opportunity must be consistent with social and environmental responsibility
· Claims humans are the highest form of intelligence in existence and that the human mind and experience are the best - if not the only - reliable guide for ethical human behaviour, decision-making and understanding the world

	How it determines the behaviours and aspirations of individuals
	· Rational humanists believe that hopes or aspirations of individuals and the resulting behaviour must follow the logical process




	Scientific humanism
	
	Science and technology to address the big problems of poverty, environmental degradation, social inequalities and other global issues faced by contemporary societies



	Origins
	Founded by Sir Julian Huxley, the first Director-General of the United Nations’ Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)

	Position
	· Belief that all our current problems and ills along with humanity’s future desires and expectations can be solved or satisfied by scientific thought, discovery, development and rational understanding

	How it determines the behaviours and aspirations of individuals
	· Determines the aspirations and behaviours of themselves as individuals by stating that each and every other human has a natural dignity and inherent worth regardless of who or where they are
· It relies on reason and science to solve life’s problems and understand the world and how it works










	The difference between Religious and Non-Religious Worldviews
	

	The response of ONE religious and ONE non-religious belief system to:

· The concept of the transcendent
· The human person
· Social responsibility
	THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN RELIGIOUS AND NON-RELIGIOUS WORLDVIEWS

	The transcendent

· Origins of the universe
· Life after death
	
	Christianity
Religious belief system
	· God created the world and gave meaning to life
· All Christians believe in the concept of the transcendent
· All Christians believe that God is the source of creation and that God gives meaning and purpose to life
· Life’s meaning and purpose is derived from God
· Life after physical death
· Christians believe in heaven, hell and judgement leading to eternal life
· God gives meaning and purpose to life and the goal is afterlife
· Source and mechanisms of creation
· Christians have no problem accepting the view  that evolution is a mechanism of creation as well as that god is the source of creation
· Christians believe that God is the author of creation
· Some groups within Christianity do not accept scientific views of the origin of the universe (such as evolution)

	Humanism
Non-religious belief system
	· Humanists reject the notion of the transcendent
· Humanists do not accept the idea that there is anything that exists beyond the ordinary human experience
· Humanists determine their own destiny on earth
· Humanists focus on this earth and making it a better place
· Life after death
· Humanists believe that this life and this world is all we have and reject any ideas about a life after death
· Source of mechanisms of creation
· Because humanists do not believe in life after death, they only accept the scientific view of creation
· Secular humanists align themselves with the scientists who claim that creation was a spontaneous event lacking in cause or motivation




	The human person

· Who we are
· Purpose in life
	
	Christianity
Religious belief system
	· The human person is of paramount importance
· This view is held by both Christians and Humanists - that the human person if of supreme value
· God created the first humans and designed how they were to procreate - Genesis 1:28
· God loves each human individually and infinitely
· Humans are created in ‘the image and likeness of God’ - they have a soul and are able to reason
· Each human person has an aim to ‘become perfect as the Father is perfect’
· Christians regard the human person as being of supreme value and that people also have certain responsibilities to one another
· Christians believe that social and communal responsibilities are derived from the revelation of God
· Selflessness

	Humanism
Non-religious belief system
	· The human person is of paramount importance
· This view if held by both Christians and Humanists
· Humanists believe that human beings have thrived through their intelligent adaption to the environment and their problem-solving ability
· The needs of the individual are paramount
· Humanists believe that the needs of individual should never be compromised except when the greater good of society is involved
· Humans are the most evolved species and should use their intelligence to achieve their fullest potential
· A human person has supreme value, with social responsibilities
· A human person should be able to use his/her intelligence to discover what is right and wrong, and does not need a religion to explain this
· Humanists on the other hand believe that the value of the human person and the accompanying responsibilities are derived purely from human experience




	Social responsibility

· Community involvement
· The environment
· Treating others
	
	Christianity
Religious belief system
	· Jesus’ great commandment, to ‘love God and neighbour’ - Mark 12:30-31 - and the story of the Good Samaritan was used to teach followers to care for everyone
· Humans are made the stewards of Creation and have a responsibility to look after it
· The primary concern for environmental action is the relationship between the creator and creation
· Christians regard human beings as being part of the creation of God and related to the rest of creation in a profound way 
· Charity is an important obligation as Christians are God’s creatures
· Caring for the environmental is critical because it is God’s creation

	Humanism
Non-religious belief system
	· Important to not just think of yourself, as a better society is created when people seek to improve the lives of others
· Forgiveness is good, but it is up to the individual human if they do it or not - personal revenge is not good, a good justice system should settle all issues
· Humanists believe in protecting the earth because it will result in a better quality of life for humanity
· Care for the environment also seen as extremely important as current and future generations require it to survive and live well
· Charity and kindness are crucial as humanists believe that these are ways to make the most of their time on earth
· The humanist motivation is more centred on the idea that the earth is the environment of human beings and therefore must be sustained in order for human life to continue
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