

	Syllabus Points
	Notes

	Contemporary Aboriginal Spiritualities
	· ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY IN RELATION TO CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY ––––– |  CONTINUING EFFECT  |
· KNOW 2-3 STATISTICS (Stolen Generation) ––––– 2023 HSC - 12SORI and SORII - ASCC Assessment Notification
· Drug addiction, unemployment, loss of contact → STATISTICS (first document) , Australia's Stolen Generations .pdf

	STATISTICS & EXAM NOTES
	THE DREAMING: The spiritual dimension of reality which has existed from the beginning and continues to be present in all aspects of life

· 3 times higher infant mortality rates
· 2.7 times more likely to smoke and experience psychological stress
· 1 in 5 Indigenous males appeared in court in NSW, charged with a criminal offence
· 33% of children removed to non-Aboriginal homes have told the government they had lost all contact with family
· Education and workplace disadvantages[image: ]

	· Loss of identity
· Mistrusting everyone
· Internal guilt
· Substance and alcohol abuse
· Depression and other mental illnesses
	· Difficulties parenting
· Violence
· Loss of cultural affiliation
· Loss of language



SEPARATION FROM LAND
· The Dreaming is inextricably connected to the land
· The land is the physical medium through which the Dreaming is lived and communicated
· Aboriginal people have traditionally regarded their land as their mother and hence have worked to deepen their understanding and appreciation of the land
· The land provides foundation for Aboriginal beliefs, traditions, rituals and laws
· The land acts as a dwelling place for ancestral beings
SACRED SITES
· Sacred sites or ritual estate have a special significance for particular Aboriginal groups as they are connected with particular events in the Dreaming
· Aboriginals have ceremonial responsibilities to perform at these sites

Kinship - Dharug nation
· United by a common language, strong ties of kinship
· Scattered throughout modern-day Sydney
Obligations to land - closing of the sacred site Uluru
· Agreed to close the climb permanently once less than 20 percent of visitors were climbing
· By 2015 this condition was met, when the number of people climbing fell to 16.5%
· To protect the cultural significance of the place as it is integral in Aboriginal Spirituality as Uluru symbolises the place in which ancestral spirits laid to rest
Ceremonial life:
	Art
	Ochre paintings, wood carvings, rock art
· Illustrates the actions of the ancestral spirit beings in the land
· Symbolise aspects of the Dreaming and sacred sites that are integral to Aboriginal spirituality

	Rituals
	Rituals from the Dreaming represent and relive activities of ancestor spirits in a powerfully sacred way

Balance rights
· Increase the reproduction of a particular animal that is connected with a particular ancestral spirit being from the Dreaming

	Stories
	The Dreaming is primarily expressed through stories that describe how the ancestral spirits, often in the form of animals or people, moved through the land creating rivers, lakes and mountains and other natural phenomenal

The Rainbow Serpent
· Aboriginal story that explains the creation of the world
· Represents one of the great and powerful forces of nature and spirit
· The Rainbow Spirit is the great life giver and protector of water which is his spiritual home

	Totems
	Totems
· Totems represent the individual as they existed in the Dreaming and carry ceremonial responsibilities
· Animal, plant, other totemic forms



KANYINI
· The principle of connectedness through caring and responsibility that underpins Aboriginal life

DISPOSSESSION
· Aboriginal people were dispossessed of their traditional lands and (via other institutions), their traditional religious practices, languages, cultural heritage, names, freedoms, values and all that was central to Aboriginal life
· Aboriginal people were dispossessed of traditional lands, sacred sites and territories making it difficult for them to retain traditional lifestyle

The loss of land amounts to the loss of identity → unable to fulfil responsibilities → loss of purpose
Land is connected to ceremonial life and family → loss of totemic responsibilities

Continuing effects
· Spiritual life – separated from the living house of Ancestral beings
· Cultural life – defined boundaries are lost
· Economic life – community ownership

SEPARATION FROM KINSHIP
Removal from the land destroyed kinship and the identity of the Aboriginal people - lost thousands of years of customs, traditions

1838 Protection Policies: Deliberate attempt to destroy spirituality and resulting in the destruction of the kinship groups - no longer had access to their customs, traditions, gender roles, language and ceremonies

Effect:
· The loss of kinship amounts to the loss of identity
· Loss of language - the Dreaming cannot be passed on
· Led to bigger issues such as depression, an an increase in violence and alcoholism
· Removed thousands of years of traditional customs and culture

1997 Bringing them Home report:
· Indigenous communities concerned that the public’s ignorance of forcible removal was hindering the recovery of Stolen Generations members and their families
· IMPACT OF DISPOSSESSION:
· Loss of language
· Loss of identity
· Loss of kinship/family ties - loss of family contact
· Loss of culture
· Lost opportunity to participate in rituals
· Serious psychological and physical harm - depression
· Disconnected from personal/communal totems

Self-determination policy: “Aboriginal communities deciding the pace and nature of their own future within a diverse Australia”



	Aboriginal spirituality as determined by the Dreaming
	
	The Dreaming
	A metatemporal concept
· It is the spiritual dimension of reality which has existed from the beginning and continues to be present in all aspects of life

· The Dreaming is inextricably connected to the land
· Explains the origins of the universe; how life came to be; the stories and beliefs behind creation
· How the world came into being as a result of the actions of ancestral spirit beings upon the land
· The Dreaming is intimately connected with every dimension of Aboriginal life, the process of telling and learning the stories of the Dreaming is a lifelong one



How Aboriginal spirituality is determined by the Dreaming
	Kinship
	Kinship ties identity to a complex system of belonging and responsibilities within a clan
· It is based on family relations and realtionship’s springing from one’s totem, typically a plant or animal, which represents a person or group’s connection to the ancestor beings within the land

	Ceremonial life
	Art
· An important way of communicating the Dreaming because it illustrates the actions of the ancestral spirit beings in the land
· Art has multiple levels of meaning:
· At face value, paintings offer an aerial representation of the land and its inhabitants - using certain symbols to represent particular features of the land, plants and animals
· At a deeper level, paintings offer a narrative representation of the activities of an ancestor spirit upon the land
· More profound levels of meaning reveal the subtler aspects of Dreaming stories - higher levels of meaning are only known by initiates

Stories
· The Dreaming is primarily expressed through stories that describe how the ancestral spirits, often in the form of animals or people, moved through the land creating rivers, lakes and mountains and other natural phenomenal
· Their conflicts and other interactions provide a foundation and explanation of various aspects of Aboriginal tradition and law, by explaining the creation of the natural world and how the Dreaming shapes the day-to-day life of people and animals

Rituals
· Rituals from the Dreaming represent and relive activities of ancestor spirits in a powerfully sacred way
· Dreaming are important because they are understood as a movement of reliving in the present moment, the creative activities of the ancestor spirits
· The ancestral beings are made present through the people, objects words and movements of the ritual

Totems
· Totems represent the individual as they existed in the Dreaming and carry ceremonial responsibilities
· Totems represent that person, as they existed in the Dreaming, whether it is in the form of an animal, plant or natural phenomena
· Links between an individual or community and particular ancestor spirits in the land

	Obligations to the land and people
	Land
· The land is the physical medium through which the Dreaming is lived and communicated
· Aboriginal people have traditionally regarded their land as their mother and hence have worked to deepen their understanding and appreciation of the land
· The land provides foundation for Aboriginal beliefs, traditions, rituals and laws
· The land acts as a dwelling place for ancestral beings

Sacred Sites
· Sacred sites or ritual estate have a special significance for particular Aboriginal groups as they are connected with particular events in the Dreaming
· Aboriginal people have special ritual responsibilities to take care of, and to learn from these sacred sites which are off-limits and hidden from the non-initiated




	Issues for Aboriginal spiritualities in relation to:

· The effect of dispossession
· The Land Rights movement
	THE EFFECT OF DISPOSSESSION
The continuing effect of dispossession on Aboriginal spiritualities
	Dispossession
	The action of depriving someone of land, property or other possessions
· Colonists assumed control of Australian land under the international concept of ‘Terra Nullius’
· Colonists were able to assume control of Australia under the premise that no one else had legal ownership
· The principle of ‘Terra Nullius’ remained until 1992 (Mabo) when the court declared the principle void (never legally instated)

	Kanyini
	The principle of connectedness through caring and responsibility that underpins Aboriginal life
· Is a connectedness to tjukurrpa (the knowledge of creation or ‘Dreaming’, spirituality), ngura (place, land), walytja (kinship) and kurunpa (spirit of soul)
· Kanyini is nurtured through caring and practising responsibility for all things



Separation from the land

	Colonisation and its effects
	· Aboriginal people were dispossessed of their traditional lands and (via other institutions), their traditional religious practices, languages, cultural heritage, names, freedoms, values and all that was central to Aboriginal life
· Aboriginals depended on colonial masters, disrupting hunting and gathering - the introduction of diseases and vices

	Missions and Reserves
	Places where Christianity, European lifestyles and culture were imposed upon the Aboriginals
· Rejected many aspects of Aboriginal culture and spirituality - hence a rapid loss of culture
· Churches were part of the colonial process - thus part of the systemic segregation and assimilation processes of the colonial institutions
· As Aboriginal peoples became marginalised and retreated to marginal lands (lands unwanted by pastoralist or Colonial interests), the church missions, realising their higher responsibilities, sheltered and provided Aboriginal people with food, clothing and meagre personal support
· Aboriginal people were:
· Given names
· Forbidden to speak native language
· Adopt Christian values
· Forbidden to choose who to marry
· Removed from their parents and tribes - Stolen Generations

	Separation / Segregation
	Separation
· Aboriginal people were dispossessed of traditional lands, sacred sites and territories making it difficult for them to retain traditional lifestyle

Segregation
· Aboriginals were removed from white settlements to town outskirts and particularly the young half-castes were placed in church missions

	Impact of dispossession
	The loss of land amounts to the loss of identity → unable to fulfil responsibilities → loss of purpose
Land is connected to ceremonial life and family → loss of totemic responsibilities

Continuing effects
· Spiritual life – separated from the living house of Ancestral Beings
· Cultural life – defined boundaries are lost
· Economic life – community ownership



Separation from Kinship groups

	Separation from Kinship groups
	Removal from the land destroyed kinship and the identity of the Aboriginal people - lost thousands of years of customs, traditions

	Policy of Protection (1838)
	Forcibly placed Aboriginal people on missions or reserves
· Aim of policies: removing Aboriginal people from unsuitable environments and placing them in the protection of the state (detaining in homes/missions/reserves)
· Intent of policies: to isolate Aboriginal people from the community until their culture died out
· Deliberate attempt to destroy spirituality and resulting in the destruction of the kinship groups - no longer had access to their customs, traditions, gender roles, language and ceremonies

	Protection policy
	Protectors and assistant protectors gave the state unlimited control over Aboriginal lives
· Protectionism was a well intentioned policy – its implementation complimented separation
· Policy made Aboriginal peoples ‘wards of the state’
· Individual protectors “tried to do some good” but overwhelmingly the policy was seen as a disaster
· In the end, the policy was abandoned and the Aboriginal peoples were ‘on their own’

	Assimilation policy
	Assimilation policies followed on from protection policies and led to further degradation of Aboriginal communities
· Aim of assimilation policies: to take Aboriginal people, particularly those who were ‘half caste’ and have them assimilated into the white community so that their Aboriginality would be forgotten

	Impact of dispossession
	Destructive:
· The loss of kinship amounts to the loss of identity
· Loss of language - the Dreaming cannot be passed on
· Led to bigger issues such as depression, an an increase in violence and alcoholism
· Removed thousands of years of traditional customs and culture



The Stolen Generations

	Stolen Generation
1890s-1970s
	Refers to the Indigenous children who were removed from their homes between
· Separation took three forms:
· Putting Indigenous children into government-run institutions
· Adoption of children by white families (particularly applied to ‘fair-skinned’ children)
· Fostering of children into white families (particularly applied to ‘fair-skinned’ children)

	Bringing them home
	The report that was the result of a 1995 National Inquiry into the Stolen Generation. The 1997 Report ‘Bringing them Home’ alluded to the Stolen Generations as an act of genocide.
· The Inquiry was established because of the efforts of Indigenous communities concerned that the public’s ignorance of forcible removal was hindering the recovery of Stolen Generations members and their families
· It examined past laws
· Identified what should be done in response
· Examined the justification for any compensation

	Impact of dispossession
	· Loss of language
· Loss of identity
· Loss of kinship/family ties - loss of family contact
· Loss of culture
· Lost opportunity to participate in rituals
· Serious psychological and physical harm - depression
· Disconnected from personal/communal totems


[image: ]
Continuing effect of dispossession
· Life expectancy - 20 below
· Infant mortality rates - 3 times higher
· Education and workplace disadvantages
Statistics arose as a result of ‘Kanyini’

	· Loss of identity
· Mistrusting everyone
· Internal guilt
· Substance and alcohol abuse
· Depression and other mental illnesses
	· Difficulties parenting
· Violence
· Loss of cultural affiliation
· Loss of language



Self-determination
· Since 1972, a self-determination policy was implemented - defined as “Aboriginal communities deciding the pace and nature of their own future within a diverse Australia”

THE LAND RIGHTS MOVEMENT
The importance of the following for the Land Rights movements
· A religious and political movement that aimed to secure the rights of Aboriginal peoples to their land so their religious and cultural integrity is preserved
· It was a series of government decisions that determined the land rights Aboriginal peoples who had continual contact with their traditional lands for hundreds of years before European settlement

Origins
Vincent Lingiari, elder of the Gurindji people and leader of the group which came to be known as the Wave Hill mob, instigated the modern land rights movement in 1966

Continuing Land Rights movement
The struggle for land rights began in the earliest days of European occupation of Australia and continues today in legal and political systems

	Importance of the Land Rights movement
	The dreaming is inextricably linked to the land.
The Land Rights movement is important in helping Aboriginal people re-establish spiritual links with the land which was lost as a result of European settlement



Mabo (June, 1992)
An Aboriginal Australian

	Before Mabo
· Terra Nullius - No one had legal ownership of the land

After Mabo (his contribution)
· Overturned the notion of “Terra Nullius”
· Tried to reclaim Aboriginal land
	Why
· Wanted to connect with the traditional Aboriginal land and spiritual ancestors
· Wanted to get people back to the land to continue the Dreaming
	Where
High Court of Australia

When
June, 1992




The Native Title Act (1993)
Claim Aboriginal people could make to become legal owners of the land
· Prerequisites made it difficult for Aboriginal people to claim Native Title

	Aim
· To reclaim Aboriginal land
· To codify the Mabo decision and implement strategies to facilitate the process of granting Native Title

Contribution
· Validated the existence of non-Indigenous peoples who had continuing interest in the land and had rights to the land
· Helped Aboriginal people claim their land legally (with proof)
	Prerequisites
To claim Native Title, must meet 2 prerequisites:
1. Land must not be owned by anyone else - Native Title could only be claimed for vacant Crown land (land owned by the government) and land being leased by the Crown
2. Aboriginal people must show a traditional ongoing connection with the land since 1788
	Who
The Keating Labor Government

Where
Australia

When
1993

Limited contribution
The provisions for Native Title did not go far enough - not all land was reclaimed



Wik (1996)
Wik vs the Government
Leasehold/pastoral leases (land owned by the government (Crown land)) and Native Title could co-exist.

	Aim
· To clarify whether leasehold title extinguishes Native Title

Contribution
· Clarified the common law regarding the question of: whether leasehold title extinguishes Native Title
	Outcome
In areas of dispute where the rights of the leasehold title holder cannot be reconciled with the Native Title holder cannot be reconciled, the interests of the leasehold title holder would override the rights of the native title holders.
	Who
Wik people of Cape York, Queensland

Where
High Court of Australia

When
1996



Native Title Amendment Act – 10 Point Plan
The Native Title Amendment Act is referred to as the Ten Point Plan

1998 Howard Liberal Government enacted legislation amending the Native Title Act in favour of leasehold title holders, responding to pressure from rural investors who wanted to reduce potential rights of native title claimants.

Features of the amendment:
· To transfer the power to upgrade the leasehold title to freehold title from Federal to State Government, making it simpler to extinguish native title
· The sunset clause, preventing Aboriginal people from making native title claims beyond a certain date to minimise confusion as to when native title claims could be made and to ensure that the law could be applied with certainty

Legislation cut off the ability of many Aboriginal groups to claim native title due to: 
1. Many Aboriginal groups being unable to afford litigation fees involved in native title claims. High cost of legal fees is worsened by the court process being time consuming.
2. Native title claims are difficult to make as it is difficult for a society based on oral tradition to produce written evidence to prove their claims

The importance of the Dreaming for the Land Rights movement
	Dreaming is inextricably connected to the land 
	Dreaming and connection to the land is the driving motivation behind the Aboriginal people’s desire for rights over certain land and water
· Modern Land Rights movement is testament to the centrality of the role of land to Aboriginal spirituality

· Disconnection from the land prevents the Dreaming from being communicated - it is from the land that the stories of ancestor spirits beings in the Dreaming flow
· The land acts as a mother for the Aboriginal people because through their intimate connection to the land, the Dreaming can be accessed
· Because the land is revered as a mother of people, the identity of every Aboriginal person is inextricably linked to the land

The grant of land rights in 1975 by the Whitlam Government, the Mabo and Wik decisions of the 1990s is a public recognition and acknowledgement by Australian people of the importance of land to Aboriginal spirituality

The Ten Point Plan has been criticised by Aboriginal advocacy groups for its reduction of potential rights of native title claimants.
· The Land Rights movement is an important movement in helping Aboriginal people re-establish spiritual links with the land and their cultural identity

	Sacred sites
	All aspects of Aboriginal life are rooted in stories of the Dreaming which emerge from the land
· Aboriginal belief systems, rituals, traditions and laws are intimately connected with the land

Ritual Responsibilities
· Aboriginal people have ritual responsibilities to take care of the land as it is a resting place for ancestral beings
· E.g. The performance of balance rites on sacred sites as a part of the Aboriginal totemic system

Native Title
· Native Title is not often granted over sacred sites because they are located on land under freehold or pastoral leases
· Native Title has assisted some Aboriginal groups to gain economic and social independence




	Religious expression in Australia - 1945 to the present
	

	The religious landscape from 1945 to the present in relation to:

· Changing patterns of religious adherence
· The current religious landscape
	CHANGING PATTERNS OF RELIGIOUS ADHERENCE
Trends
· Younger ages → greater number of no religion
· Older ages → greater number of religion
· No religion is rising - younger generations moving away from religion
· Christianity numbers are decreasing
· Religions are growing as Australia’s population is growing
· Australia’s religions are diverse

Motivation of religious change
· People are dissatisfied, not finding any fulfilment in following religions and thus turning away

	STATISTICS

	CHRISTIANITY 
	The major tradition in Australia – 43.9%
· Catholic 20%
· Anglican 9.8%
· Others 14.1%

Christianity was 52.1% in 2016
Declined 8.2%
	NO-RELIGION
	38.9%




No-religion was 30.1% in 2016
Increased 8.8%

	ISLAM 
	3.2%
	JUDAISM
	0.4%

	BUDDHISM
	2.4%
	HINDUISM
	2.7%


BASED ON 2021 CENSUS DATA

THE CURRENT RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE
CHRISTIANITY AS THE MAJOR RELIGIOUS TRADITION
	Christianity as a major religious 
	· Decline in the number of Christians regularly attending religious services - due to ageing population, lack of migrant intake and general dissatisfaction
· Roman Catholics are continuing to increase numerically but not at the rate of population due to younger membership and substantial migrant intake

Pentecostal difference
· Emphasise contemporary music, the strong sense of community and provided spiritual support, the charismatic leaders which lead the congregation and clear answers

	Revolving door syndrome
	People enter the religion, then after a short time, they leave (a trend seen in the Pentecostal Church)




	Uniting Church of Australia
	· Founded in Australia, 1977 when congregations of the Methodist Church of Australasia, the Presbyterian Church of Australia and the Congregational Union of Australia came together under the Basis of Union
· Uniting Church = Congregational + Methodist + Presbyterian

Australia 2021 Census records 673, 260 people that identify with the Uniting Church

	Account for dominance of Christianity in Australia 
	· European settlement
· Missionary efforts
· White Australia Policy
· Immigration patterns
· Birth rates
European settlers brought with them the Anglican Church

	Account for decline of Christianity in Australia 
	· Increasing secularism (secularism → separation of the Church and state)
· Dissatisfaction with traditional religious movement
· Ageing membership
· Immigration patterns
· Decline in weekly attendance




IMMIGRATION
Immigration can be considered to be the biggest influence on Australia’s religious landscape
· Islam → Middle East, Indonesia
· Buddhism → China, Vietnam
· Judaism → UK, Poland
· Hinduism → Hindia, Fiji

WHY IMMIGRATION OCCURRED
· Post WWII immigration
· Abolishment of the White Australia Policy

	Post-WWII
	· Migration from Europe and Mediterranean countries; giving rise to growth and diversity of Catholicism and Orthodox churches
· Growth in the number of Jewish refugees after WWII, most settled in Melbourne or Sydney

	Abolition of the White Australia Policy	
	Abolishment of the White Australia Policy led to:
· A multi-faith and multi-cultural society
· Migration from the South East Asia and the Middle East

	Recent global events 
	· Regional wars led to refugees and asylum seekers coming to Australia (e.g. Sudan, Syria, Iraq)

	Impact of immigration 
	· Christian Church in Australia is an immigrant church. Originally Catholic (Irish) and Anglicans (English) were the major denominations
· Since WWII and the abolishment of the White Australia Policy, there has been more diversity in migration and an accompanying increase in the diversity of religious groupings
· Judaism has remained constant throughout the study period



	Year
	What occurred and why?
· What occurred
· Reasons why

	1945-1960s
	· Increase in Catholicism
· Post WWII migration from southern European countries (Italy, Malta).
· Middle eastern conflict sees increase in Lebanese Catholic migrants
· Rise in Orthodoxy
· Post war migration from Orthodox countries especially Greece

	1970s
	· Islam becomes 0.3% of the population
· Abolition of the White Australia Policy allowing more Middle Eastern immigrants to escape the war
· Continued increase in Catholicism
· White Australia Policy abolition also allows refugees from war torn Vietnam and other area of SE Asia

	1980s
	· Significant decline in Anglicanism. Catholicism becomes the majority Christian religion
· Less immigration from Britain
· More Catholic migration from Balkans and Philippines
· Decline in church attendance impacted on Anglican church
· Continued growth of Islam
· Migration from SE Asia, Balkans and Middle East
· Growth of Buddhism
· Growth in SE Asian migration especially Indonesia, Malaysia

	1990
	· Increase in Islam, small increase in Christianity
· Invasion of Iraq and subsequent conflict

	1990s-2011
	· Increased Orthodox Christian
· Migration from Armenia and Eastern Europe
· Continued increase in Islam
· Migration and refugees from Africa (Somalia, Ethiopia)
· Growth of Buddhism and diversity of Christianity
· Chinese migration from Hong Kong and Mainland China and Korea has brought diversity in protestant Christianity
· Growth of Sikhism, Hinduism
· Immigration from the Indian subcontinent



DENOMINATIONAL SWITCHING
Swapping between denominations or groups of the same religious tradition

	Revolving door syndrome
	People enter the religion, then after a short time, they leave (a trend seen in the Pentecostal Church)



· People switch according to their particular needs and according to where they are in their lives

Loyalty in Christian denominations
· Protestant and Pentecostal → higher denominational switching rate
· Pentecoastal – describes Christian denominations that have a strong emphasis on the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· Catholics → higher loyalty rate

	Account for denominational switching 
	Reasons for denominational switching
· Shorter services
· Open views
· Broad approach to worship

What impacts people’s decisions
· Style of worship and music
· Proximity to home
· Sense of community and activities
· Charismatic leaders

Pentecostal Churches have a large number of switchers
· Searchers do not lose “faith”, they stop attending their usual church and go to another or in the case of Catholics, cease attending altogether
· 1991 National Church Survey states that 29% of respondents have switched denominations within the previous 5 years

ONLY CATHOLICS HAVE ‘MASS’



RISE OF NEW AGE RELIGIONS
“New age” is an umbrella term which refers to a range of alternative and/or pseudo-religious groups that people are attracted
· New age religions are trying to answer questions through their own means
· New Age religions are about living the best life and making the most of it, after death they are dead

Focuses of New Age religions
· Personal satisfaction
· Wealth
· Self help groups
· Happiness
· Mind and spirit exhibitions
· Personal meditation
· Affirmation environmental “sit-ins”
These have all attained quasi-religious status.

Examples of New Age religions
	Feng shui
	Yoga
	Tai chi
	Astrology

	Tarot cards
	Numerology
	Divination
	Crystals

	Meditating
	Ecological sustainability
	Music
	Karma



Reason for the rise in the New Age movement
· People searching for individual fulfilment in the form of personal happiness, health and meaning in life

SECULARISM

	Secularism
	Secularism is the belief that religion should not interfere with or be integrated into public affairs of a society
· Secularism is the commitment to neutrality without any bias thus all religions are equally favoured and disfavoured
· Although religious leaders may present an opinion on a certain topic, it will carry as much weight as that of any opinion of any person or group

Secularist trend
Evident in the significant increase in the number of people responding “no religion” in the census alongside an overall decline in the Christian figures recorded in the census

	Secularism and its effects
	· Loss of religious values
· Lack of religious church practice – civil marriages, non religious funerals, shopping malls (the new cathedrals)
· Seeking alternative “religions” or “forms of spirituality”
· Influence of scientific humanism, economic rationalism
· Rise of New Age Religions
· Social standing of clergy/church – trustworthiness
· Political social action – Marxism, Green Movement

	Account for the rise of secularism 
	Reasons for secularism
· Greater level of technological and scientific knowledge
· Increasing materialism means spirituality is often ignored
· To accommodate for the range of views and beliefs in relation to laws that are made – Secularism holds an important and influential role in contemporary society




	Religious dialogue in multi-faith Australia

· Ecumenical movements within Christianity
· Interfaith dialogue
· The relationship between Aboriginal spiritualities and religious traditions in the process of Reconciliation
	ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT
	Ecumenical Movement
	ECUMENISM: The movement towards religious unity amongst Christian denominations.

Ecumenical movement began in late 19th and early 20th century when Christians began to pray and work together across denominational boundaries

· Creates mutual understanding and appreciation that originally separated believers from one another

The Ecumenical Movement:
· Encourages cooperation and sharing, common witness and actions by churches
· Seeks visible unity to serve the healing of the human community and the wholeness of God’s entire creation
· Provides greater sharing and recognition of similarities between Christian denominations – increased tolerance is an outcome
· Provides opportunities for faith to be more transparent to the non-religious sector of Australian society – acts as a link between secular society and religious society

Ecumenical Movement’s role
· Building fellowship between all Christian churches
· Providing a united response in terms of a Christian message – motivation can be political in supporting a particular viewpoint

	ECUMENISM IS:
· Acknowledgment that unity in Christ outweighs the diversity in practice and beliefs in Christianity 
· Developing opportunities to work, worship and dialogue together
	ECUMENISM ISN’T:
· Combining all denominations into one 
· Religious traditions other than Christianity






· National Councils of Churches Australia (NCCA)
An ecumenical organisation bringing together many Australian churches in dialogue and practical cooperation

19 Member Churches:
	Anglican Church of Australia
	Antiochian Orthodox Church
	Armenian Apostolic Church
	Assyrian Church of the East

	Chinese Methodist Church in Australia
	Churches of Christ in Australia
	Congregational Federation of Australia
	Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney & affiliated Regions

	Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Melbourne & affiliated Regions
	Greek Orthodox Church
	Indian Orthodox Church
	Lutheran Church of Australia

	Mar Thoma Church
	Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
	Roman Catholic Church
	Romanian Orthodox Church

	The Salvation Army
	Syrian Orthodox Church
	Uniting Church in Australia
	



The NCCA works through several commissions, networks and programs, including Faith Unity Commission, the Social Justice network, the Youth Network, the Gender commission and the Christian world service (CWS) which is the council’s largest body

Christian World Service (CWS)
· Run international programs including:
· Make Poverty History Campaign
· Christmas Bowl
· National Program on Refugees and Displaced People (NPRDP)

National Program on Refugees and Displaced People (NPRDP)
· Helped resettle hundreds of refugee families from Sudan, former Yugoslavia and Iraq
· Helped protect thousands of refugees from Kosova and East Timor
· Assisting asylum seekers holding Temporary Protection Visas by establishing ‘houses of welcome’ that provide referrals, English classes and accommodation upon release from detention

NCCA’s engagement in the Ecumenical Movement
	Faith and Unity
	Week of prayer for Christian Unity

	Social Justice Network
	Annual Social Justice Statements on pressing issues including environment, peace, prisons, etc.

	National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission of NCCA (NATSIEC)
	Advocacy for Indigenous Australians




· NSW Ecumenical Council
The instrument through which its member churches celebrate and manifest their unity and to understand each other’s faith

20 Member Churches: (Most also belong to the NCCA)
	Anglican Church of Australia
	Antiochian Orthodox Church
	Armenian Apostolic Church
	Assyrian Church of the East

	The Bruderhof
	Congregational Federation of NSW
	Coptic Orthodox Church
	Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahdo Church

	Greek Orthodox Church
	St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Cathedral
	Lutheran Church of Australia
	Mar Thoma Church

	Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
	Roman Catholic Diocese of Bathurst
	Roman Catholic Diocese of Parramatta
	Roman Catholic Diocese of Wagga Wagga

	Syrian Orthodox Church
	Church of South India
	The Salvation Army
	Uniting Church Synod of NSW and the ACT



“The NSW Ecumenical Council is a means by which its member churches seek to live out the implications of the Gospel in Christian service by acting together for God’s purposes for the world” – NSW Ecumenical Council

NSW Ecumenical Councils impact
Sponsors a variety of charitable and social initiatives many of which are also sponsored by the NCCA

· Promotes the Christmas Bowl (an NCCA initiative) through NSW and the ACT
· Christmas Bowl is effective supporting 53 projects and reaching thousands of needy people through local church projects in the Pacific, Asia, Africa, Middle East and Indigenous Australian communities

Social Justice Program
· Seeks to address issues of justice and equity for all people and one of its particular missions focuses on the rights of Indigenous Australians
· Ministry with Refugees program entails a large number of different activities and has necessitated the employment of a full-time staff member
· Programs include: community education about asylum seekers and refugees, regular visits to detainees inside Villawood Immigration Detention Centre and support and funding for the House of Welcome, a centre designed to facilitate the integration of newly released immigrants

	Local ecumenism
	Any partnership between local churches seeking to witness together to their common faith in God, and to act together in matters of common interest in and for their communities.



INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
	Interfaith Dialogue
	INTERFAITH DIALOGUE: The formal discussion aimed towards developing greater mutual understanding between different religious traditions

· Disagreements about beliefs are accepted – no attempt made to try and prove the superiority of one belief system over another
· Effect → Through building relationships, common grounds may be found and religions may choose:
· To work together on common projects
· To have interfaith prayer services
· To stand publicly united on significant issues
· Universities have well established multi faith centres

Interfaith Dialogue Initiatives:
	Australian Council of Christian and Jews
	They focus on anti-Semitism, educational seminars, Christian, Jewish and Muslim relations
· Strong national structure

	Columban Centre for Christian-Muslim relations
	Looks to better understanding of Islamic/Christian faiths, educational support for teachers and students in their quest for knowledge on Islamic faith
· Muslim community in Australia has been subjected to suspicion and persecution following the September 11 attack, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq
· Interfaith dialogue has helped to break down stereotypes and prejudice toward Muslims which have been prevalent in Australia since September 11 and the Cronulla riots

	Women’s Dialogue Network
	Associated with the Columban centre but includes women from the Quakers, Tibetans, Buddhists, Baha’i, Catholic, Jewish and Parsee groups

	Affinity Intercultural Foundation
	Involves young Muslims who want to extend their interaction with Australians. They focus on peace and harmony matters. Groups include Catholic, Anglican other Protestant groups and Jewish

	UCA national Assembly Christian, Jewish Dialogue working group
	Works with other faiths, seeking to promote knowledge and understanding of other living world faiths and their communities
· Uniting Church as a working relationship with Muslim and Jewish communities

	The World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP)
	Held in Melbourne in 1989 now termed Religions for Peace

	NCCA and Australian Federation of Islamic Councils
	Issued joint statements recently as a result of the tension between Australian and Islamic groups
· Particularly important with the advent if International terrorism



Importance of Interfaith Dialogue:
· Creates respect and appreciation for religious diversity which is essential for harmony and peace
· Builds relationships between different religions so they can speak frequently and effectively on common issues and uphold shared values such as:
· Dignity of individuals, Sanctity of human life, Care for those in need, Justice and peace
· Allows religions to come to a better understanding of each other, increasing tolerance (e.g. education programs run by the ACC) and state bodies
· Helps religions support one another – when the rights of one religious group are challenged, all others are ultimately in danger as well
· Helps different religions to stand together in a secularised society in proclaiming the importance of faith, spirituality and the transcendent aspects of life
· Promotes shared prayer and spirituality in times of crisis such as after the Port Arthur Massacre or the Bali Bombings

	INTERFAITH DIALOGUE IS:
· Allowing different religions to come to a better appreciation of the uniqueness of each other
· Education to dispel fear and bigotry
· Seeking opportunities to work together on key issues such as Asylum Seekers
	INTERFAITH DIALOGUE ISN’T:
· Making all religions the same







RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation is the term given to the process whereby Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and the non-Indigenous citizens of Australia can move into the future with a new relationship based on mutual recognition, understanding and respect
· Means that mistakes and injustices in the past toward Indigenous Australians, such as the dispossession of land and the Stolen Generations, must be fully acknowledged and dealt with, so that all Australians can live in harmony together

Historical context
Reconciliation is thus a long-term process, which began, arguably, with the 1967  Referendum, which gave the australian government the authority to make laws in the interest of Aboriginal people

Reconciliation movement
Involves justice, recognition and healing - moving forward to a better understanding of the past and recognising how it affects Indigenous people today. It involves honouring the first Australians and adopting practical methods to address disadvantages and improve Indigenous people’s future position. ACCEPTANCE

Reconciliation efforts
· A number of events have symbolised Australia’s desire to move towards Reconciliation
· Walk for Reconciliation on 27th May, 2000 - 250000 people walked across the Sydney Harbour Bridge
· Described as an opportunity to say “Sorry before the [Olympic] Games”
· 2015 - the Abbott government held dialogue with Indigenous leaders to look at the prospect of including Indigenous People in the Australian constitution

Formal apology
For example, in 1997 following the publication of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission (JREOC) report Bringing Them Home church groups offered formal apologies regarding the role of missionaries in the abuse of Aboriginal people
· They also strongly urged the Government to make a public apology for their role in implementing the protection and assimilation policies, and to implement the recommendations made by HREOC

2008 Sorry Speech
	What is Kevin Rudd, on behalf of the Australian Parliament and people apologising for? 
	· Apologising for the mistreatment of Indigenous Australians
· Apologising particularly for the Stolen Generations

	How does the Sorry Speech show a commitment by the government to the process of Reconciliation?  
	Shows a commitment by the government in stating that they aim to work with Indigenous Australians to close the life expectancy, educational and employment gaps.



Christianity and the process of Reconciliation
	Historical role of Christian groups in the reconciliation process
	· A wide variety of Christian groups are part of the reconciliation movement and in support of issues such as land rights, native title and a formal apology to the Stolen Generations
· In 1975, various church groups supported and applauded the passing of the first land rights
· In 1992, the Mabo decision was publicly welcomed by many church groups
· Churches made strong statements affirming that the Mabo decision was just

	ANTaR 
	· During this time ANTaR, which stands for Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation, was formed
· This church supported community based organisation is one of the most prominent community groups advocating indigenous rights and organised the Sea of Hands display promoting reconciliation and justice

	Anglican church
	· Each year, the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation starts on May 27th, the anniversary or the 1967 Referendum, and finishes on June 3rd, sometimes known as ‘Mabo Day’

	Aboriginal Catholic Mission
	· Responding to the Holy Father’s challenge in 1986: ‘And the Church herself in Australia will not be fully the Church that Jesus wants her to be until you have made your contribution to her life and until that contribution has been joyfully received by others’
· Until everyone are people of love, the Church will not be complete

	Week of prayer
	· Every year since 1993, faith communities have observed the Week of Prayer as a national expression of their commitment to Reconciliation

	Pope John Paul II’s address to the Aboriginal people
	· Pope John Paul II challenged the Australian Church when he enunciated the place of Indigenous Australians in the life of the Church, and when he outlined the relationship between Christian faith and Aboriginal culture and religious tradition
· He touched the deep Aboriginal sense of belonging, embracing the hope in their suffering. He conceded in the spoken word and by his charismatic presence that the Dreaming is real, sacramental and eternal

	Christianity and the process of reconciliation 
	· Church of Reconciliation in Redfern
· Incorporation of Aboriginal smoking ceremonies, music and art into Christian liturgies
· 2001 - Pope issues an apology 7 years before the Government



Reconciliation examples
	Christian organisations promoting Reconciliation

	Red Dust Healing - CARITAS
	RDH is a cultural healing and mental health program that uses Indigenous perspectives in its methods.
RDH archive results through their chosen method of visual learning modules that are tailored to issues faced by participants in their daily life such as:
· Suicide
· Addictions
· mental health
· justice and juvenile justice
· grief and rejection
· helping participants to achieve individual insights.. 
RDH trains participants so they can become a part of the solution and help others 

RDH has achieved:
· Improved participants’ ability to express deep-seated emotions, to make better choices and consequently bring about positive changes in their lives.    
· Increased skills to bring about conflict resolution in family and community settings.   
· Participants have a stronger sense of cultural and spiritual identity, improved reconnection with culture and sense of purpose.  
· Impact of the training has a ‘ripple effect’ - changing individuals’ behaviour and attitudes, that in turn result in changes at a family and community level - to ensure that trauma is not passed down to children

Impact they had:
· has already helped over 17,000 people in over 400 communities in Australia and overseas.   

	Reconciliation Australia
	Reconciliation Australia promotes and facilitates reconciliation by building relationships, respect, and trust between the wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, Its purpose is to inspire and enable all Australians to contribute to the reconciliation of the nation. 

Reconciliation Action plans (RAP) is an initiative started by Reconciliation Australia in 2006 to enable organisations to sustainably and strategically make meaningful action to advance reconciliation, RAP’s provides tangible and substantive benefits for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, basing it around the core pillars of relationships, respect and opportunities, increasing economic equity and supporting first nations determination, over 1,100 organisations have formalised their commitment to a reconciliation plan through RAP. 

	Christian Indigenous Initiative
	Christian Indigenous Initiative is a program by the NSW Australian Christian Churches that focuses on building and strengthening relations between church communities and the Indigenous society. It actively empowers Indigenous leaders and pastors to take up the role whilst connected with Christ and church leaders. It encourages to Indigenous people to form and lead churches that are engaged with wider society, acknowledging the role of Aboriginal’s connection to their land and spirituality.

	Tearfund Australia
	Tearfund Australia is a charitable Christian organisation that actively works globally to combat social issues affecting marginalised groups. Reconciliation efforts made by Tearfund aim to achieve more just and compassionate outcomes. In these efforts, Tearfund Australia has established numerous partnerships with groups advocating and working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders such as Moorditj Keila, Hope for Health, and Nunugininya College to enhance social outcomes.

	Islam organisations promoting Reconciliation

	Australian Islamic Mission (AIM)
	Non-profit religious, charitable and educational organisation committed to promoting the Islamic faith and virtue in Australia.
· Established in 1973 by a group of Muslims in Sydney

Apart from regular prayer services led by the Imam, the centre is used for a variety of activities that reflect the member’s educational skills and expertise:
· Lectures
· Study circles in both Arabic and English
· Youth activities
· Community outreach and interfaith events
· Seasonal activities
· Summer Quran Club for students
· Family and youth camps
· Sports activities for adolescents and adults

Education is their major focus, since 1994, they have been running two Arabic Language Schools on Saturdays (one in Punchbowl, one in Liverpool in South-West Sydney)

AIM launched a separate entity, “The Dawn Quranic Institute” that caters for the growing demand for learning the sciences associated with the Quran, especially Tajweed (recitation).
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