

	EXTENDED RESPONSE

	Assess the extent to which Islam influences adherents as illustrated by Khadijah and Hajj.
· Incorporate the stimulus within response

2023 12SORI and 12SORII Assessment Task 2 Notification  SOR Exam #2 Practice

	Stimulus
“Verily (it is) the guidance of Allah which is the (true) guidance,
and we are commanded to submit to the Lord of the worlds”.
Surah Al-‘An’am, Verse 71 - 72

Khadijah
DISCIPLESHIP → TAWHID
· First to submit to Islam by proclaiming the shahada
· Modelled that Muslims must live their life according to Allah
· Manner in which she lived encouraged others to do the same
· Example as to what converting to Islam should mean for one’s life → started showing compassion and empathy, less business-attitude
MATERIAL WEALTH/SUPPORT → ZAKAT
· Freed slaves who converted to Islam
· Gave to the needy and less fortunate
· Contributed funds to the development of Islam
· Modelled Zakat → charity/almsgiving
· Supported the beginning of the Ummah
· Khadijah reassured Muhammad that she believed and had faith in him
· Enabled Muhammad to concentrate on receiving revelations from Allah (Qur’an)

Hajj
JAMARAT → RUSUL
· Following what Prophet Abraham did in defying satan by throwing stones at him
· Symbolic of resisting temptation, rejecting Satan and following the word of Allah → belief in Tawhid
· Through partaking in the stoning, Muslims are closer to achieving Jannah (paradise)
· Following the teachings of the Qur’an and Prophets → living by their example
TAWAF → TAWHID/RUSUL
· Following in the footsteps of Prophet Muhammad as it is believed he performed Tawaf in the same way
· Pilgrims acknowledge the fullness and existence of one God, and submit to him unconditionally
· Allows Muslims to achieve an Ihram state so they can experience spiritual rebirth and develop a sense of consciousness in Allah
· Brings Muslims closer to achieving the ultimate goal of Jannah
· Absolves Muslims of all their sins and wrongdoings in the witness of Allah

Structure & Quotes
	KHADIJAH – Discipleship – Tawhid
· Hadith → “...Khadijah is the best amongst the women (of this nation).”
HAJJ – Jamarat – Rusul
· Hadith → “...in Allah’s Messenger a model pattern for you.”
· Hadith → “The Hajj is accepted by Allah and has no other reward than Paradise.”

	KHADIJAH – Material wealth/support – Zakat
· Zamilooni → “...she sacrificed all her wealth and everything she had.”
· Common Saying → “Islam did not rise except through Ali’s sword and Khadijah’s wealth.”
· Muhmmad → “...she comforted me when there was no-one else to lend me a helping hand.”
· Khadijah Zakat Foundation → Muslim mothers and businesswomen come together to build upon Muslim Ummah

	HAJJ – Tawaf – Tawhid/Rusul
· Qur’an → “...let them end their untidiness and fulfil their vows and perform Tawaf around the ancient House.”
· Hadith → “Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) came and circumambulated the House seven times.”
· Hadith → “He who performs the Hajj will return as sin-free as the day his mother bore him.”
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	Significant People and Ideas
	

	The contribution to Islam of ONE significant person OR school of thought, other than Muhammad and the Four Rightly Guided Caliphs:

· Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid
	KHADIJAH BINT KHUWAYLID - HISTORY
Muhammad’s first wife

History of Khadijah
· Born in Mecca in 556 CE
· Grew up in luxury in the Quraysh tribe where her father, Khuwaylid, was highly respected
· Known to be a wealthy businesswoman
· Muhammad was employed by Khadijah after hearing of his integrity, honesty and principled behaviour
· Muhammad is Khadijah’s distant cousin
· Khadijah valued the loyal, faithful and humble Muhammad
· Khadijah was 40 and Muhammad was 25 when they married
· Had married twice before Muhammad
· Many of the most noble important nobles of the Quraysh had proposed to her, but she refused each of them
· Also known as al-Tahira meaning, ‘The Pure One’
· Khadijah was born into a male dominated and chauvinistic society. Her family name, wealth and business acumen, helped her to be accepted by men

Khadijah and Muhammad’s relationship
· Muhammad loved Khadidjah so much that he did not have any more wives (contrary to tradition) until after death
· He is reported to have said “The best of the women of her times was Khadijah, daughter of Khuwaylid”
· They had size children (2 boys, 4 girls). Only one, Fatima, survived to have children herself
· It is through Fatima’s family, the direct line of Muhammad can be traced
· Muhammad was known in Mecca as “al-Amin” - the trustworthy one

Khadijah’s support to Muhammad
· Supported Muhammad through her wealth and reassurance of the authenticity of his revelations
· Khadijah supported him in this task, helping him realise he was the chosen one
· She actively showed her support and expressed her faith in public
· She witnessed that there was no god but Allah and continued witnessing that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
· Khadijah provided food and drink for Muhammad during the time he would retreat to Mount Hira to pray at Ramadan

Muhammad’s encounter with Angel Jibril
· Marked the beginning of the revelations of Allah to Muhammad (the beginning of the Qur’an)
· Muhammad was fearful of the vision and the task before him and his ability to fulfil God’s will
Khadjiah was not afraid and reassured Muhammad:
“Allah would never humiliate you, for you are good to your relatives, you are true to your world, you help those who are in need, you support the weak, you feed the guest and you answer the call of those in distress.”

	ﷲ
	“Allah is the Peace, and He is the source of all peace, and upon Jibril be peace.”
· Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid

“Islam did not rise except through Ali’s sword and Khadjiah’s wealth.”
· Common saying



	Umma
	The whole community of Muslims bound together by ties of religion



KHADIJAH BINT KHUWAYLID - CONTRIBUTIONS TO ISLAM
TWO reasons why Khadijah is honoured:
	1
	Khadijah was the first of Muhammad’s wives and supported him as he was receiving the revelations from Allah and spreading the message of peaceful submission to Islam

	2
	Khadijah was the first human, who followed the call of Muhammad to submit to the will of Allah



Khadijah’s contributions to Islam; her legacy and importance:
	Material wealth
	
	Gave all her money to help spread the message of Islam



Actions
· She freed slaves who had embraced Islam
· She gave generously to the needy
· She assisted those who could not afford to get married
· Her wealth freed Muhammad from financial concerns
· She gave funds to the development of Islam.

Impact/effect
· Khadijah modelled what was to become the third of the five pillars - Zakat > charity or almsgiving - through her charitable donations.
· Her financial support of Muhammad nursed the religious tradition through its formative years whilst it was being established.
· She supported the beginning Umma (Islamic community)

	ﷲ
	“She believed in me when no-one else did; she accepted Islam when people rejected me; and she helped and comforted me when there was no-one else to lend me a helping hand.”
- Prophet Muhammad




	Support
	
	Unconditionally supported Muhammad in his aim to spread the message of Islam



Actions
· After his first revelation, Khadijah reassured Muhammad that she believed him and had faith in him
· She continued this support when many of the elite in his society turned against him.
· This support was critical in the early days of Muhammad’s receiving the revelations from the angel, Jibril

Impact/effect
· Khadijah enabled Muhammad to concentrate on receiving the revelations (that would become the Qur’an) from Allah, by giving her support.

	ﷲ
	“By the One in whose hand is Khadija's soul, I have hope that you will be the Prophet of this people”
-  Ibn Ishaq, 107




	Discipleship
	
	First person to submit to the will of Allah and proclaim that Muhammad was His prophet



Actions
· Khadijah was the first to recite / proclaim the Shahada - bear witness that there is no god except Allah, and Muhammad (her husband) is his prophet or messenger
· Before reciting Shahada > focused on gaining wealth; after reciting Shahada > focused on showing compassion and empathy to others through submission to the will of Allah
· She was the first to offer prayers to Allah, with her husband, Muhammad
· Her faith became a moral imperative, driving her actions such as helping the poor

Impact/effect
· Khadijah’s recitation of the Shahada is the first and most important belief / Article of Faith in Islam
· By accepting the beliefs of Islam, she modelled that Muslims must live their lives according to the teachings of Allah. She is a concrete example of what the conversion to Islam should mean to one’s life
· The manner in which she lived encouraged others to do the same. Hence, she became an evangelist of the faith

Implication
· Recitation of the Shahada (belief in one God, Allah) by Khadijah was not welcomed by the Quraysh society who had been a polytheistic society > possible that her own tribe turned against her

	Role model for women
	
	Khadijah’s life is a testament that defies the popular stereotype of the role of women in Islam



Actions
· Khadijah was a successful business woman who hired men to run her caravan trade business
· Khadijah proposed to Muhammad

Impact/effect
· Khadijah is honoured as being one of the most perfect of all women
· Her memory is revered and Muslims try to emulate her example
· Also known as the “Mother of the Believers”

	ﷲ
	“The best women in all the world are four: the Virgin Mary; Aasiyaa (the wife of Pharaoh); Khadijah, Mother of the Believers; and Fatimah, daughter of Muhammad.”
-  Prophet Muhammad






Contemporary examples:
	Zamilooni
	
	About
	A song about Khadijah and Muhammad’s relationship.

	Link to Khadijah
	Links to Khadijah by explaining how she helped Muhammad in him delivering the word of Allah. It talks about how she was always with him, a noble and successful woman.

	Impact on adherents
	Zamilooni is a contemporary way through which Muslims are invited to follow the example of Khadijah and Muhammad.




	Khadijah Zakat Foundation
	
	About
	A group of mothers and businesswomen dedicated to being part of da'wah and building the Muslim Umma.

	Link to Khadijah
	She was a role model for many women, thus inspiring members of the foundation to follow in Khadijah’s example.

	Impact on adherents
	Invites Muslim mothers and businesswomen to come together, build upon the Muslim Umma and live by the example that Khadijah set for Muslim women.




	Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid Center - Saudi Arabia
	
	About
	Many Saudi women get university degrees, but have trouble finding work once they graduate. To combat this, the centre offers training to provide Muslim Saudi women with managerial and real-life skills that will help them get a job or start their own business, like Khadijah.

	Link to Khadijah
	Named after Khadijah because she was a successful businesswoman herself; this seen as a role model for many Muslim women.

	Impact on adherents
	Although based in Jeddah, the centre’s founder has travelled across the country seeking to empower women to use their education. Nadia Baeshen founded the centre in 1998.




	KBK Relief Foundation
	
	About
	An organisation with an all Muslim female Board of Directors. Aims to alleviate suffering and minimise economic costs of conflict, disasters and displacement. Aims to empower women in need by providing support and opportunities.

	Link to Khadijah
	Named after one of the most notable Muslim females, Khadijah bint Khuwaylid.

	Impact on adherents
	Dedicated to serving those in need locally in Michigan and internationally. Strives to make lives better and give hope to those whose lives have been impacted by war, oppression and poverty through humanitarian efforts.






Paragraph structure | Paragraph Planner: Khadijah bint Khuwaylid 
1. What is her contribution?
2. What did she do?
3. How did she do it? What belief was she linking to?
4. Impact then
5. Impact now
· Quote integrated within

	The effect of that person OR school of thought on Islam
	KHADIJAH BINT KHUWAYLID - EFFECT ON ISLAM
Khadijah’s significance:
	· Muslim woman consider it a great honour that the first person to follow and support Muhammad was a woman
· She is considered the first witness to Allah
· She gave generously: helped feed and clothe the poor
· Khadijah helped free slaves who had converted to Islam, and, with her wealth, helped to feed shelter and provide welfare to the fledgling Muslim community
· Muslims believe that Khadijah is one of the four most perfect of all women; the other three:
· Fatimah (daughter of Muhammad)
· Maryam (Mary, mother of Jesus)
· Ishba (Elizabeth, mother of Yahya or John the Baptist)



Khadijah’s impact on Islam:

	· Khadijah changed her mental attitude and approach to life.
· Formerly a rich business woman who was bent on accumulating more wealth (although ethically)
· After accepting Allah’s words, her wealth was a means of furthering Islam
· Khadijah believed and lived out her beliefs
· Her faith became a moral imperative, driving her actions, such as help for the poor
· Khadijah knew what she was doing was right and presented her support of Muhammad in a way which encouraged others to do the same, thus she was an evangelist for her faith
· Her support of Muhammad helped the spread of Islam
· The concept of Umma or community of faith began with her and the support she gave Muhammad



Khadijah’s example:

	· All Muslims revere her memory and try to follow her example in her support of Muhammad and loyalty to the teachings of Allah
· Khadijah’s life is an example that shows, regardless of how focused you are on worldly pursuits, there is always an opportunity to change and make amends
· Khadijah’s example shows that people need to put belief into action if they are going to be true to their faith



Khadijah’s resilience:

	· Khadija remained a believer when under financial and physical threat
· About 7 years after the initial revelation, they and their followers were expelled from Mecca. For three years they camped in the mountains nearby, in very difficult conditions
· Khadijah also helped free slaves who had converted to Islam and, with her wealth, helped to feed, shelter and provide welfare to the struggling Muslim community



Quotes
	ﷲ
	Khadijah QUOTES  Quotes -Khadijah bint Khuwaylid
· Hadith → “...Khadijah is the best amongst the women (of this nation).”
· Zamilooni → “...she sacrificed all her wealth and everything she had.”
· Common Saying → “Islam did not rise except through Ali’s sword and Khadijah’s wealth.”
· Muhmmad → “...she comforted me when there was no-one else to lend me a helping hand.”
· Khadijah Zakat Foundation → Muslim mothers and businesswomen come together to build upon Muslim Ummah




	Ethics
	

	ONE of the following areas of ethical teaching in Islam:

· Bioethics
	BIOETHICS
Bioethics concerns itself with the ethical questions that come about in the relationships between biology and medicine, the research and practice in these areas and the connections with politics and law.

· Life is the most important aim in the universe
· Life is considered to be a miracle which demonstrates Divine power
· Life has a spiritual dimension in the human sphere
· Human life is distinguished from creation in three distinct ways:
1. Qur’an 95:4 → Humanity is created in the best composition.
2. Qur’an 2:31-33 → Humanity has been given the capacity to learn through reflecting on the universe and thus gain the knowledge of God.
3. Qur’an 33 → Humanity’s acceptance of God’s trust. This trust is said to be the self-awareness and freedom of choice enabling humans to develop spiritually, leading to belief in and submission to God willingly and consciously.

	Ethics
	Moral principles that govern a person's behaviour or the conducting of an activity

	Morals
	A lesson that can be derived from a story or experience

	Morality
	Principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and bad behaviour

	Principle
	A fundamental truth that serves as the foundation for a system of belief

	Bioethics
	The ethics of medical and biological research



Core ethical teachings of Islam
	The Qur’an
	Primary source of guidance on ethical issues

	The Sunnah of the Prophet
	(Behaviours of Muhammad) include the thing he, did things he was aware of, and did not object to

	Analogical Reasoning (Qiyas)
	Analogical deductions are used to solve modern ethical dilemmas

	Consensus (Ijima)
	Muslim scholars making legal rulings that provide guidelines on a variety of modern issues not explicitly mentioned in the Qur’an or Hadith.



Why does the Islamic community view bioethics differently?

	· Allah gave humanity a concept of right and wrong, conscience and ability to discern morality
· Moral virtues include: sense of justice, honesty, empathy
· It is from these virtues that truth will be assessed on the day of Judgement and the morality of one’s life will determine entry into paradise

	Shariah law
	· It is the legal and ethical system is Islam
· Formulated using:
· The Qur’an → primary source of guidance on ethical issues
· Hadith of the Prophet → these are the words of Muhammad
· Sunna → (Muhammad’s behaviour) includes the things he did, things he was aware of and did not object to
· Ijtihad → personal reasoning based on Muslim principles
· Qiyas → analogical deductions are used to solve modern ethical dilemmas

	Basic understanding of Islam
	· Basic principle of Shari’ah is to see the will of Allah carried out on Earth the same as in heaven
· Muslims believe that they can learn of and know God’s will by studying the revealed scriptures, the Qur’an
· All things are lawful unless specifically prohibited and something is presumed to be allowable until it is proved to be forbidden (haram)

	Five pillars
	They present instructions on behaviour
· Faith declaration
· Salah or prayer
· Zakat or charity
· Sawm or fasting
· Hajj or pilgrimage



Principles behind Islamic ethics

	Importance of human life
	· Human life, property and honour is sacred and to be protected
· As outlined in the Shari’ah
· Distinguished from the rest of creation because humankind:
· Is created in the best composition (Qur’an 95:4)
· Has the capacity to know Allah (Qur’an 2:31-33)
· Has accepted Allah’s trust (Qur’an 33:73)

	Necessity
	· Necessity can remove a prohibition temporarily or for as long as the necessity is required
· Conditional on the necessity
· Being present and unexpected
· Being the only option
· Not leading to a more harmful result

	Seeking treatment
	· For every ailment except old age there is a remedy
· Therefore, Islam makes it an obligation upon the sick to seek treatment
· “Allah has sent down the disease and the cure, and has made for every disease the cure. So treat sickness, but do not use anything haram (prohibited)” Hadith, reported by Abu Dawood

	Lesser of two evils
	· When confronted with two evils, the lesser evil is preferred
· “Allah does not burden a soul greater than what it can bear” (Qur’an, 2:286)
· “God intends for you ease and does not intend for you hardship” (Qur’an, 2:185)



Islamic views on bioethics

	Abortion
	· Most schools of thought (madhab) in Islam believe abortion is wrong - the foetus is to become a human life and life is sacred
· It is believed that ensoulment (the foetus receiving a soul from Allah) occurs between 40-120 days after conception, depending on the madhab. Thus some Muslims permit abortion (though they still consider it wrong) early in the pregnancy because the soul has not been formed
· After 120 days, abortion is only allowed to save the life of the mother, as her life as a mother, with all its responsibilities, is already established. It is lesser of the two “harams” or evil
· Abortion is generally not allowed because of a fear of the future as this shows a lack of trust in Allah

Principles:
· Human life is sacred
· Life of the unborn child & Life of the mother 
· Potential for life is still sacred 
· Child bearing is a blessing
· Family planning is allowed
· Upon agreement of the spouses
· Ensoulment
· 120 days after conception
· Lesser of two evils
· The only acceptable lesser of two evils is saving the mother’s life

	ﷲ
	· “...if anyone slays a human being – unless it be [in punishment] for murder or for spreading corruption on earth – it shall be as though he had slain all mankind…” Shariah 5:32
· “And do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and for you. Indeed, their killing is ever a great sin.”
Qur’an 17:31
· “It is Allah that gives Life and Death, and Allah sees well all that you do.”
Qur’an, Al-Imran, 3:156
· Nor can a soul die except by Allah’s leave, the term being fixed as if by writing.
Sura 3:145
· Nor take life - which Allah has made sacred - except for a just cause.
Sura 17: 33
· It is Allah who gives you life then gives you death; then he will gather you together for the day of judgement about which there is no doubt.
Sura 45:26
· “Abortion is murder, no ifs nor buts.”
October 2000, Australian Muslim Women’s Association




	Euthanesia
	· It is strictly forbidden as it shows a lack of trust in Allah and his plan for every member of his creation
· Life is given by Allah and it is his to give back at the appointed time
· Euthanasia is prohibited in both the Hadith and Qur’an

Principles:
· Perception of suffering and sickness
· Opportunity to compensate for one’s past sins or to rise to higher ranks of spirituality in the Court of God
· There is the promise of great reward in the hereafter for patience
· Human life is sacred
· Sanctity of human life
· Ensoulment
· Obligation upon sick to seek treatment
· Pain management
· Lifestyle choices
· Palliative care

	ﷲ
	· “Those afflicted with the severest trials are the prophets, then the saints and those like them.”
Ibn Maja, 23
· The prophet said: “Amongst all the nations before you there was a man who got a wound and growing impatient (with its pain), he took a knife and cut his hand with it and the blood did not stop til he died. Allah said, “My slave hurried to bring death upon himself so I have forbidden him (to enter) Paradise.”
Sahih Bukhari 4.56.669
· “If Allah punished people for their sins, He would not leave one creature that crawls on the earth. He reprieves them to an appointed term; when their term is come, they shall neither delay it by a single hour nor can they hasten it.”
Qur’an 16:61
· “Whoever commits suicide with something will be punished with the same thing in the (hell) fire.”
Bukhari 78:647
· Do not take life, which Allah made sacred, other than in the course of justice.
Qur'an 17:33
· And no person can ever die except by Allah's leave and at an appointed term.
Qur'an 3:145
· Destroy not yourselves. Surely Allah is ever merciful to you.
Qur'an 4:29




	Suicide
	· Is strictly forbidden
· It is condemned in the Hadith and the Qur’an
· Life is sacred and only Allah can determine the length of a life

	ﷲ
	· “Believers, do not consume your wealth among yourselves in falsehood, except there be trading by your mutual agreement. And do not kill yourselves. Allah is the Most Merciful to you.”
Qur’an 4:29




	Organ transplantation
	Organ Transplantation is permissible provided:
· The organ is donated
· Full consent is given, recorded in a legal document and family is informed
· Clinical death is announced according to Australian Law
· Reproductive organs are not donated

Principles:
· Transferring organs from one person to another
· From a living donor 
· From a deceased donor
· Australian Law:
· Both allowed given consent 
· Opt-in
· Next of kin may object

	ﷲ
	· “ Whosoever saves a life, it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind.”
Qur’an, chapter 5, vs. 32
· “Necessity makes permissible what is forbidden”
Surah 2:173




	Organ donation
	Donation of organs is an act of charity and love for humankind. God loves those who love fellow humans (e.g  by trying to ease their hardships and suffering). Donation of organs for the right purpose is not an act of transgression against the body.
· Human life is sacred
· Includes body before and after death
· Saving one life is equivalent to saving the life of all mankind
· Lesser of two evils
· Obligation upon sick to seek treatment
· Harm does not remove a similar harm

	Human cloning
	· Genetic engineering and cloning allowed for therapeutic purposes
· Full consent from donors
· Sources of stem cells → foetal (less than 50 days old), IVF spares with consent
· Safeguards against monetary compensation
· Not allowed for ‘designer babies’, reproductive cloning not allowed
· Interferes with sanctity of human life
· Considerations could be made for therapeutic purposes
· Research for saving lives and treatment is always encouraged

	Artificial Insemination (AI) and in-vitro fertilisation (IVF)
	· In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) allowed within described conditions
· Origin of life should include → sperm, ovum, womb
· Procreation should occur within wedlock
· Prophetic tradition to pray for children
· No obligation to undergo procedure if one is infertile

Principles:
· Human life is sacred
· Facilitating life to come into existence is also sacred
· For every ailment there is a cure
· Infertility may be an ailment which can be cured through IVF
· Intention is important
· Averting corruption in obtaining benefit

	ﷲ
	· “No third party involved”
Qur’an 58:2
· “Understanding that ultimately, procreation is the will of Allah”
Qur’an 42:49-50







	Significant practices in the life of adherents
	

	ONE significant practice within Islam drawn from:

· Hajj
	HAJJ
	Hajj is the 5th Pillar of Islam
Means ‘to continuously strive to reach one’s goal’



· The annual pilgrimage that Muslims embark on in Mecca
· Muslims visit holy places and perform certain religious rites, according to the way prescribed by Prophet Muhammad
· Hajj must be performed once in a lifetime for those who are financially able and health wise to do it
· Consists of visiting many sacred places: Kaaba, Mount Arafat
· Consists of performing rites during the period from 8th to 13th Zul-Hijjah (the 12th month of the Islamic Calendar)

Hajj in the Qur’an and Hadith
	ﷲ
	Qur’an 3:96-97
“Verily, the first house (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Mekkah), full of blessing, and a guidance for His creatures. In it, are manifest signs, the Station of Abraham; whoever enters it attains security. And Pilgrimage to the house (Ka’bah) is a duty mankind owes to God, those who can afford the journey; but if any deny faith, God stands not in need of any of His creatures.

Hadith - Prophet Muhammad
“Whoever performs Hajj to this house – Ka’bah – and does not commit any obscenity and wrongdoing, he, or she, will come out as the day he, or she, was born – pure and free from sins.”



Abraham and Hajj
Hajj is Abrahamic
· Abraham was an exemplary model for monotheism and a mentor for all believers in One God
· His faith and submission to One God was equal to the faith of a whole nation as described in the Holy Qur’an
· Most of the Hajj rites are Abrahamic

Abraham’s history:
	Abraham had two wives:
· Sarah the mother of Isaac
· Hagar the mother of Ishmael

When Ishmael was a baby, Abraham took his wife Hagar with Ishmael to Mecca at a time when it was an arid place
· This was a command from God; he acted without hesitation because of his trust in God
· His wife Hagar fully submitted to God’s command due to her strong faith and agreed to migrate to Mecca and live there alone with her son

Initially it was difficult for Hagar in Mecca; a city did not exist at that time. It was part of a valley called Bekka. When Hagar ran out of water, her son cried because of thirst, she walked and ran scanning the area for water.
· The sa’y commemorates Hagar's frantic search for water to quench Ishmael's thirst. She ran back and forth seven times between two rocky hillocks, Safa and Marwa
· Hagar kept searching until she found the sacred water known as zamzam
· Water sprang miraculously under Ishmael's feet



Important Landmarks

	The sacred mosque
	
	The holiest mosque in the world and the primary destination of the Hajj pilgrimage. Located in Saudi Arabia.



· The only mosque that has no qibla direction since Muslims pray facing the Kabba in the central courtyard

	Kaaba
	
	Kaaba was later rebuilt on the same foundations by Abraham and his son Ishmael and declared as a shrine dedicated to monotheism. Abraham called on people to make a pilgrimage to the site.



· Kaaba was the first place of worship, built by the first human and first prophet, Adam

	Black stone
	
	Black Stone set on the outside of one corner of Ka’bah.



· Black Stone was put there by Prophet Abraham and Ishmael by the order of God, and the purpose of it was to indicate the beginning of circling the Kaaba



Rituals of Hajj
	Day
	Ritual & Significance

	Arrive in Mecca
1st day
	Arrival can be anytime before the 8th day of Dhul Hajj

On arrival:
Tawaf → Pilgrims circle the Kaaba 7 times; a form of welcoming to the Holy City (circumambulation)
· Must touch or point to the black stone each circle
Rak’ahs → Pilgrims pray two rak’ahs at the Maqaam Ibrahim (place or station of Abraham)


	Significance:
· Pilgrims follow the footsteps of Prophet Abraham who is said to have erected the Kaaba as an order by God
· Pilgrims pray here as according to the Quran, Abraham stood on this place while he was building the Kaaba so God ordered people to pray there
· Kaaba symbolises the worship of one God and pilgrims circle it seven times like Muhammad did
· Reaffirms the individual’s belief in one God and his prophets → Tawhid, Rusul




	Sa’i
2nd day
	Sa’i → means to move at a fast pace or manner.
· Pilgrims move at a fast pace between the two hills of Safa and Marwa; here pilgrims drink Zamzam water
· The Zamzam water spring still remains


	Significance:
· Abraham’s wife (Hagar) and son were left in the desert here as ordered by God
· Ishmael’s mother ran frantically seven times between two hills to find water
· The Angel Jibril came down and struck water from the rock




	Anytime before the 8th day of Dhul Hajj
	· Pray and turn toward the Kaaba
· Visit Medina where Muhammad was buried
· Visiting Muhammad’s burial place is not compulsory but many do


	Significance:
· Praying to God in Mecca facing the Kaaba, the most sacred place for Muslims - God’s house on earth
· Individual feels they are praying directly toward God




	8th day of Dhul Hajj
	· Travel to Mina, Hajj begins
· Pilgrims change their clothes to Ihram attire. Modest dress required for women.
· Pilgrims travel to Mina and stop and rest overnight


	Significance:
· All pilgrims dress the same as a sign of equality
· The pilgrims aim to retrace the exact same footsteps of Muhammad on his Hajj




	Arafat; Wuquf
9th day
	· Pilgrims spend their time in a clearly defined area on the plain. It is believed all prayers are answered at Arafat. Pilgrims must stay until sunset
· Pilgrims may climb Mount Rahma where Muhammad gave his last sermon
Wuquf → a central ritual of the Hajj. Individuals are standing before Allah on the plain of Mount Arafat praying for forgiveness


	Significance:
· Arafat is where Adam and Eve found each other after exile from heaven
· At Arafat, pilgrims are in their Ihram clothes and everyone looks the same so it is viewed as a rehearsal for Judgement day
· Also symbolic of absolute and utter devotion to one God
· This is not compulsory, but people climb to seek spiritual connection to Muhammad




	Journey to Muzdalifah
After sunset on the 9th day
	At sunset, pilgrims leave for Muzadallifa where they collect pebbles in order to stone Satan


	Significance:
· Prepare for the symbolic stoning of Satan




	Jamrat al-Aqaba
10th day
	Jamrat al-Aqaba → The stoning of Satan – the largest stone pillar
· Three stone pillars mark where Abraham defied Satan
· Pilgrims stone the largest with 7 pebbles as he did


	Significance:
· Abraham stoning of Satan three times, thereby resisting temptation, rejecting him and following the word of God




	Men shave their heads
After the stoning on the 10th day
	· Men shave their head to show the pilgrimage has concluded


	Significance:
· Symbolises being reborn and purified




	Eid al-Adha
11th day
	· Feast of the sacrifice → Pilgrims offer sheep in sacrifice
· This is shipped to poor people around the world
· People not at Hajj sacrifice a sheep to celebrate Eid


	Significance:
· Connection with the story of Abraham sacrificing the ram instead of his son Ishameal
· Represents the individual’s belief in the Fourth Pillar - Zakat (almsgiving)




	Jumraat al-Wusta
12th day
	Pilgrims stone the middle stone pillar with 7 pebbles


	Significance:
· The second place where Abraham stoned Satan with pebbles




	Jumrat al-Sughra
13th day
	Pilgrims stone the smaller pillar with 7 pebbles


	Significance:
· The third place where Abraham stoned and defeated Satan with seven pebbles




	Tawaf al-Wada
13th day
	Pilgrims return to Mecca for one final 7 times circling around the Kaaba; farewell circumambulation


	Significance:
· Signifies the conclusion of Hajj






Beliefs expressed in Hajj
	Day
	How the belief is expressed in the events of Hajj

	Tawhid
Oneness of God and submission to God’s will
	
	Tawaf
Circumambulation of the Kaaba
	Muslims show a sign of their unity (Ummah) and submission

	Wuquf
Stand before Allah at Arafat
	Muslims beg God for forgiveness as a sign of submission, they restate their commitment to Islam

	Jamarat
Stoning of the pillars
	By rejecting Satan, Muslims are accepting Allah

	Eid al-Adha Feast of the sacrifice
	Muslims emulate sacrificing a lamb as it reflects Abraham’s submission to God’s will




	Rusul
Prophets
	Hajj was performed by the Prophets, including Abraham and Muhamamd
· Prophethood places importance on Muhammad as the ideal Muslim
· Muslims try to emulate the actions of their prophets

	Malika
Angels
	
	Sa’i
	Jibril saved Hagar and Ishmael by providing them with water (Well of Zamzam)
The Angel Jibril intervened and saved Hagar and Ishmael




	Kutubullah
Books of Allah
	· The story of the Hajj is found in all sacred texts (E.g. Abraham sacrificing his son)
· Books of Allah are believed to be inspired words of Allah
· Qur’an clearly outlines the steps of Hajj in the chapter titled “Al-Hajj”
· The chapter “Al-Hajj” is the direct word and will of Allah

	Akhira
Life after death / judgement
	
	Wuquf
	Muslims beg for forgiveness for their sins in this life, so as to achieve Paradise in the afterlife

	Shaving hair
	Shaving hair represents rebirth

	Ihram
	Symbolises the equality of all people on the Day of Judgement






Significance of Hajj
	Significance for the individual
	
	ﷲ
	Hadith
“He who performs the Hajj will return as sin-free as the day his mother bore him”
· Connection to praying on Mount Arafat
· Shaving of the heads symbolic of rebirth
· Hajj enables the pilgrim’s renewal through cleansing from sin



Hajj is an opportunity for the individual Muslims to:
· Experience spiritual rebirth and develop a sense of consciousness in Allah
· Reassess and confirm their Islamic beliefs
· Improve their spirituality through worship, hardship and salat
· Strengthen their relationship with Allah
· Gain a greater understanding of Islamic history
· Leads to better prospect of reward in afterlife
· Demonstrate their absolute belief in the Qur’an and thus complete submission to the will of Allah

Hajj:
· Focuses the individual on jihad, sacrificing time, skills, money and struggling against external evils
· Reinforces Allah’s mercy and compassion as it exceeds his anger by forgiving the sins of the sinful creation by declaring an absolute pardon for every pilgrim upon completion of the accepted rituals of Hajj

	Significance for the community
	For the community, Hajj:
· Is a sign of unity, equality and a sense of pride in the global umma as they pray together and are equal in the ihram garments
· Brings together Muslims of all races to form a fellowship for such a significant practice in the Islamic faith
· Allows a common goal to be achieved through performing rituals which promotes and preserves the unity of the umma
· Acts as a universal reminder of the blessing of Allah on humanity of the diversity and the brotherhood to worship to one Allah
· Deepens community spirituality and inspires others to undertake Hajj
· Reinforces that acts of Submission to God requires harmony and respect

Hajj demonstrates:
	Unity
	· Unity in belief and devotion to God reminding adherents of the blessings of God
· People from many countries pray and take the pilgrimage together giving a sense of Umma
· Unity between variants → Shi’a, Sunni, Sufi

	Equality
	· Brotherhood of Islam → all Muslims are brother and sister through belief and practice
· Equality amongst all Muslims, regardless of culture, race, variant, etc.






Quotes
	ﷲ
	HAJJ QUOTES
· Hadith → “...in Allah’s Messenger a model pattern for you.”
· Hadith → “The Hajj is accepted by Allah and has no other reward than Paradise.”
· Qur’an → “...let them end their untidiness and fulfil their vows and perform Tawaf around the ancient House.”
· Hadith → “Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) came and circumambulated the House seven times.”
· Hadith → “He who performs the Hajj will return as sin-free as the day his mother bore him.”






