SOR2 HSC - Answering SHORT ANSWERS CHRISTIANITY

	Syllabus Points
	Notes

	Significant People and Ideas
	

	The contribution to Christianity of ONE significant person OR school of thought, other than Jesus:

· Paul of Tarsus
	PAUL OF TARSUS
Paul’s significant contribution to expanding and articulating the beliefs of Christianity.

	Contribution to the growth of Christianity
	Contribution to beliefs
	Contribution to ethical teachings



#1 | Contribution to the growth of Christianity
Paul’s three missionary journeys & achievements to develop a universal religion.

	Paul’s first missionary journey
	Paul delivers his first sermon in Antioch in Pisidia - Acts 13:14-50, Acts 13:1 - 15:31
· Mentions the key events of salvation of Abraham, relating his teachings to the covenant
· Wanting to appeal to gentiles and Jews
· Reviews the promise of salvation through faith
· Preaches Jesus’ death and resurrection, affirming Jesus as the Son of God
· Jews were filled with jealousy and blasphemy, contradicting what Paul spoke about Jesus
· Gentiles were glad and praised the Word of the Lord

	Importance of Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey

	· To start the spread of Christianity
· Debating against the Council of Jerusalem that faith alone is enough and that kosher foods and circumcision were unnecessary
· Paul argued in the Council of Jerusalem that all should hear about Jesus

Church’s first great controversy: Would the church remain exclusively Jewish, or encompass all humanity?



Council of Jerusalem - Acts 15:1-21
Issues discussed:
1. Is it necessary for Gentiles to be circumcised?
2. Are Gentiles required to follow Jewish dietary laws (Kosher)?

Implications of the Council of Jerusalem
· Paul’s understanding of the Gospel was accepted by the Church as their own
· The Church officially shed their exclusively Jewish character
· Marked the turning point in the history of the Church

Outcome of the Council of Jerusalem
Circumcision would not be required of Gentiles, but as a compromise, all would follow certain Jewish laws, including:
· Food offered in sacrifice to idols was forbidden
· Illicit sex was forbidden

The introduction of Gentile people into the faith led to the rapid expansion of the Christian community which ultimately allowed a universal religion.
· Baptism was emphasised as a rite of initiation

	Importance of the Council of Jerusalem

	Separated Christianity from Judaism
· Created distinction between the religions because laws were changed about kosher and circumcision




	Paul’s second missionary journey
	Paul visited many places to which he later wrote his letters. - Acts 15:36 - 18:23

	Importance of Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

	· Paul established various Christian communities on his journey
· Paul preached to everyone using synagogues to speak to the Jews, gymnasiums and marketplaces to speak to Gentiles

Paul’s message always centred on how Jesus had come for all and there was a place in the Christian community for everyone who put their faith in the risen Lord.




	Paul’s third missionary journey
	Paul spent about 3 years at Ephesus - Acts 18:23 - 21:17

What he achieved
· Paul revisited many of the Christian communities he had founded or written to
· One of the groups he visited was at Ephesus; Paul preached against the worship of false gods

Why he moved on
Paul spent 3 years in Ephesus as people travelled to him to hear him preach, reducing the amount of travel he needed to make to teach about Jesus Christ

	Importance of Paul’s 3rd Missionary Journey

	Preaching about Jesus Christ through spreading the Good News to places beyond Jerusalem and Antioch






Paul’s achievements
Achievements in places.

	Athens
	Paul spoke in the agora (marketplace) which got him noticed and brought to Areopagus.

	“People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious… I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.  So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship - and this is what I am going to proclaim to you…” Acts 17




	Corinth
	One of Paul’s most fruitful cities converting Jews and Romans.
· This upset Jews and they brought Paul before the Romans accusing him of breaking Jewish law
· Christian community flourished but faced many challenges
· Corinithians 2 → Paul was emotionally drained like a “father”
· Paul underwent much rejection before arriving

	“I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling…” 1 Corinthians 2:3




	Ephesus
	Began his work with an invitation to speak at the synagogues and a lecture hall.
· Central themes → faith in Jesus, God’s will, His grace, His kingdom, the need for repentance

	Rome
	Paul was a Roman citizen.
· Visited Rome twice and both times was imprisoned for 2 years
· Second imprisonment led to his death
· The place of Paul’s death and burial.




Summary of Paul’s achievements.

	· Contributed to spreading Christianity beyond Jerusalem and Antioch
· First to teach the Christian interpretation of the scriptures
· Replaced laws with faith in Jesus
· Kosher & circumcision did not apply to Gentile Christians
· Paul saw faith in Jesus superseding the Torah
· Brought Gentiles to Christianity through missionary journeys
· Gave direction and motivation to the early Church
· Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God through word and action

Paul’s achievements in leadership
· Established leadership within early Christian communities to sustain and maintain the communities
· Deacons/deaconesses → Philippians 1:1, Corinthians 16:1, Thessalonians 3:2
· Bishops (episkopos) → Philippians 1:1, Timothy 1-2, Titus, Acts
· Collaborated with other leaders in establishing Church hierarchy
· Willing to praise and challenge
· Maintained good communications, financial responsibility and planning

	“Laid a foundation… and that foundation is Jesus Christ” 1 Corinthians 3:10-11
“A person is put right with God only through faith in Jesus Christ, never by doing what the Law requires” Galatians 2:16






#2 | Contribution to beliefs
Paul helped to clarify Christian belief systems.

	Paul’s Sacred text & writings
	Paul’s 12 Epistles - AD48 - AD68
· Helped new Christian communities overcome theological concerns and live a Christian life
· Paul’s letters interpreted the teachings of Jesus
· Paul’s writings are considered foundational for Christian teachings 
· Paul is instrumental in developing the early Church’s thinking on the Church, Jesus, salvation, morality, pastoral directives for the early church
· Considered a vital figure in the development of Christianity and the early church

Addressed 3 main themes:
1. Monotheism → One God
2. Election → One people for God
3. Eschatology → One future for God’s people

Themes addressed in his writings:
· Book of Romans → righteousness of God, given to man by grace through faith - justification, sanctification, glorification
· First Corinthians → universal church, spiritual gifts in the church, doctrine of resurrection
· Ephesians → theme of love, Jewish and Gentile believers are ‘one in Christ’

	Impact of Paul’s writings THEN and NOW

	THEN
· Reinterpretation: clarified and codified teachings on what was needed for membership of the Christian community
· Teaching on the resurrection explained that Jesus Christ through his death and resurrection offered salvation for everyone who believed
· Letters laid the foundations for much of the belief and practise evident in the Christian Church today
· Letters laid the foundations for much of later Christianity’s theology
	NOW
· Influenced theology and later theologians such as St Augustine of Hippo and Martin Luther
· St Augustine was changed from an immoral life to one of faith after reading Paul’s Letter to the Romans
· Martin Luther during the Reformation studied Paul’s letters to the Galatians and the Romans
· Writings are foundational underpinning rites such as Baptism and Eucharist
· Reform: Letters formed part of the practice of Christianity used in ceremonies of initiation and Sunday worship
· Interpretation of Paul’s teachings led to Reformation (Martin Luther)
· Much of Christian teachings have their roots in Paul’s teachings: doctrines regarding Christology, Original Sin, Salvation



Summary of Paul’s Epistles

	Book of Romans
	The righteousness of God that is given to man by grace through faith.

	First Corinthians
	Sought to bring understanding to the issues of marriage and divorce, liberty and responsibility, the exercising of spiritual gifts in the church, the doctrine of resurrection.

	Second Corinthians
	Paul defends the authenticity of both his apostleship and his message.

	Galatians
	Paul taught that believers are to live by the power of the Holy Spirit, when they do, they manifest the fruit of the Spirit.

	Ephesians
	Various forms of the word “love” are used. Paul also teaches that Jewish and Gentile believers are “one in Christ”.

	Philippians
	Thanked the Philippians for their love gift and addressed problems in their church.

	Colossians
	Paul wanted to show the deity and supremacy of Christ, sought to lead the believing community into spiritual maturity and inform them about his condition in prison.

	First Thessalonians
	Encouraged believers to persevere despite their persecution and gave instruction on the subject of what happens to Christians who die before Christ returns.

	Second Thessalonians
	Addressed the good news of the Thessalonians continuing to grow and remain faithful to Crhist in spite of persecution and the bad news of false teaching concerning the day the Lord had entered church and caused confusion.

	First Timothy
	Addressed to Timothy, a highly personal and practical letter epistle that deals with matters of church order and evolving need for structure.

	Second Timothy
	Written to encourage Timothy in his ministry at Ephesus. Primary theme was the need for faithfulness in the face of hardship.

	Titus
	Titus → A Gentile convert who served and travelled with Paul.
Purpose was to instruct Titus about what he should do and teach in the Cretan churches. Theme is the role of grace in promoting good works among God’s people.

	Philemon
	The letter that Paul had Onesimus, Philemon’s slave return with after Paul led him to Christ.

	Hebrews
	References the Levitical system and Old Testament. Paul urges Jews to hold fast to their Christian profession.




	Saint Paul and principle beliefs
	Saint Paul and principle beliefs
Justification: belief that people are saved through faith in Jesus alone → Sola Fides

	Kingdom of God
	Paul taught the kingdom of God.
Paul taught the kingdom of God, but he did not preach the gospel of the kingdom. He preached the gospel of the grace of God. They are different.

1. Paul means the reign of God, not the realm of God
· The kingdom of God is the Reign of God
· God’s will lived out by the faithful
· The spirit of God and the kingdom of God create righteousness, peace and joy

2. The kingdom of God refers to his saving reign, not to his total providence over all things
· Kingdom of God is his saving, redeeming reign
· Bringing about glory to God and joy by doing his will

3. The kingdom of God is fulfilled partially in the present and will be completed at the end of the age when Christ comes a second time

4. The kingdom of God and the kingdom of Christ are the same
· There is one kingdom and it is the kingdom of Christ and God
· To serve the kingdom of God is to serve Christ
· To serve Christ is to serve the kingdom of God

	“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, ……….all things were created by him, and for him” Colossians 1:16
“Gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him” Ephesians 1:10
“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Romans 14:17




	Eschatology
	Eschatology: The part of theology concerned with death, judgement and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind.
· About life after death through belief in Jesus → because of his death and resurrection, all believers are safe
· Paul is certain that Jesus Christ will come again, but not so certain when
· There will be a great transformation as this takes place
· Paul is certain that there will be a destruction of those “who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10

	“God is just” 2 Thessalonians 1:6
“shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power” 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10




	Salvation
	Main theme that emerges from Paul’s writing is justification by faith - the concept that humans are saved from sin by believing in Jesus.


	Salvation - Justification



God reconciles human kind to himself through Christ
· Humans are saved from sin by faith in Jesus Christ alone
· Main points of difference raised by Martin Luther that led to the Protestant break with the Roman Catholic Church

	“All are justified freely by his grace through redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:21-31
“For by grace you are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, for it is the gift of God. Not of works, that no man may glory.” Ephesians 2:8-9



	Salvation by Grace



· God calls humans to be part of the Body of Christ through initiation in Baptism where forgiveness of one’s sins if given by the grace of God, a free gift, accepted through faith in Christ.
· Once converted, people respond to the Baptismal call to live a life as a committed Christian
· Jesus Christ is central to salvation


	Salvation by Faith in Jesus Christ



· Through faith in God, one becomes part of the body of Christ
· Paul says 2 Corinthians 5:7, “We walk by faith, not by sight.”
· In Romans 14:19, “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.”
· Paul reminds the Romans to remain focused on their faith in Jesus Christ, for salvation

	Impact NOW - contemporary examples

	“Salvation is found in Jesus - not in ideologies”*
“The message of the Catholic Church is always that security is ultimately found in Christ”*
“Ideologies don't save people, ideologies are ideas. They are a body of ideas that exist in various political systems; but man's definitive salvation is found only in that true man and true God who has come to speak to us of an everlasting love that saves”*
* Said by Cuban priest to Vatican News



	“Through Jesus, God acted to provide salvation for all who believe.” Romans 1:1-7
“Salvation takes place through Jesus Christ, the Lord of the universe.” Philippians 2:5-11




	Ecclesiology
	Eschatology: The study of the Church, its nature and structure.
Election:  One people for God.

· Paul wants it known that the church of Christ is one and is not divisible into so many entities each pledging allegiance to so many different lords, faiths or practices
· Foundational for the early church → Paul’s contribution

	Analogy of a human body to describe the One Body in Christ in 1 Corinthians 12:12




	Theology of Baptism
	· Baptism is the very foundation of the Church’s experience of salvation
· The Holy Spirit is the source of the power of renewing that takes place in baptism
· Saint Paul says that God saved us through the washing that brings regeneration and renewing

	"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” Titus 3:5
“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in the newness of life.” Romans 6:3-4
· Affirms that baptism is the time when we are united with Lord Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection, and thus the time when we experience our own death to sin and resurrection to new life
"For by one Spirit we were all baptised into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free - and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:13
· Emphasises the unity of the Church since we all share the common origin of our membership in the Church






Nicene Creed
Statement of faith accepted as authoritative by major Christian denominations: Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican and most protestant churches.
· Paul’s letters are draw upon for foundational statements of belief in the Nicene Creed
· Paul’s writings represent the significance of God in the Nicene Creed

	Nicene Creed Verse
	St Paul reference & biblical quote

	I believe in One God 
	"One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” Ephesians 4:6

	Maker of heaven and earth 
	"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him and for him:" Colossians 1:16
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:" Romans 1:20

	Who for us and all salvation, came down from heaven 
	"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ," 1 Thessalonians 5:9

	He suffered and was buried; and on the third day He rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures;
	"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received: how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures: And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures;" 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life
	"Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." 2 Corinthians 3:17

	I believe in one holy universal and apostolic Church 
	"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism; One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." Ephesians 4:1-6
"And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence." Colossians 1:18
"And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone;" Ephesians 2:20

	I Acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins 
	"One Lord, one faith, one baptism," Ephesians 4:5
"For as many of you as have been baptised into Christ have put on Christ." Galatians 3:27

	I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
	"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him." 1 Corinthians 2:9
"For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be the glory forever. Amen." Romans 11:36



	Impact NOW - contemporary examples

	Christians regard the Nicene Creed as the most comprehensive expression of the Christian faith.
· It is recited in worship services today to affirm faith.






#3 | Contribution to ethical teachings
Paul taught the ethical teachings of Christianity that continue to have an impact today. The Kingdom of God is found in love.

Love in scripture

	When you love, you “fulfil the whole law” Romans 13:10
“Faith, hope and love abide, but the greatest of these is love” 1 Corinthians 13:13
“Faith working through love” is the only thing that avails with God. Galatians 5:6
“By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” John 13:35



Paul’s teachings of love
· The goal of Christianity is to learn how to love with the greatest power and effect that the kingdom of God will be realised
· Love and compassion are the summation of all practical Christian living
· Love is the test of whether spiritual gifts and power amount to anything

Paul’s ethical teachings of love

	Love
	God’s commandment of love
The commandment to love your neighbour summarised all Christ’s teachings into an ethical way of acting with all people.
· “For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’” Galatians 5:14

God’s love for man
· “It is God’s own love which finds a way to save us from his own wrath.” Ephesians 2:3-5
· “Christ loved us and gave himself for us” Galatians 2:2, Ephesians 5:2

Man’s love for God and Christ
· “If one loves God, he is known by God” 1 Corinthians 8:3
· “Without faith it is impossible to please God. For whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he becomes the rewarder of those who seek him.” Hebrews 11:6

Man’s love for man
Love that is motivated by the love of God in Christ
· “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:28
· “Faith works through love” Galatians 5:6
· Love is the “most excellent way” of life. 1 Corinthians 12:31

	Impact of Paul’s teaching of love

	· Teaches individuals to have love in every relationship
· Paul presents love as the primary principle of all conduct
· Christianity is a religion of love




	Ethical living
	The commandment to love your neighbour summarised all Christ’s teachings into an ethical way of acting with all people.

	Impact of Paul’s teaching of ethical living

	· Challenged Jewish laws (in the Torah)
· Offers freedom from the rules but responsibility to care for others, outlining the ethical behaviour for Christians
· Love is the most important virtue





	Building up the Kingdom of God
	Charity and sharing one’s gifts in the virtue by which Christians love God above all things, and neighbours as ourselves.
· Love God through sharing your spiritual gifts to serve others
· Those who perform acts of mercy should do them cheerfully and not grudgingly

Serve God with spiritual gifts
“If we have the gift of prophecy which means the ability to describe what God wants done in the world, then we should do that. If we are natural teachers, then we should teach, telling what we know about God, and also telling what we know about a wide variety of subjects people need to know about in order for them to be able to act more effectively themselves in God’s world.” Romans 12:3-8

	Impact of Paul’s teaching of building up the Kingdom of God

	· Paul calls Christians to build up the Kingdom of God




	1 Corinthians 13
	Selfless love
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 1 Corinthians 13

	Impact of the teaching of 1 Corinthians 13

	· Love should penetrate every relationship we have, not just romantic and family relationships
· The passage uses the word ‘agape’ which is the type of love God has towards us, the highest form of love







	The effect of that person OR school of thought on Christianity
	Contribution to the growth of Christianity
Paul’s impact and ongoing impact on Christianity through his missionary journeys.

	· Established Christian Churches and communities
· Made Christianity accessible to communities by confirming the teachings of Christianity and separating the religion from Judaism
· Gentile males who converted to Christianity did not have to be circumcised, transformative effect on early tradition
· Communities reformed and transformed by the teachings of Paul
· Revitalised communities with messages of love and salvation
· Transformative and revitalising impact on the church and communities he visited
· Paul made Christianity a universal faith
· Replaced laws with faith in Jesus

Ongoing effects:
· Paul’s experience of conversion continues to give hope that Christians can amend their lives and change for good with the grace of God
·  Accessibility aided the growth of Christianity, still evident today as his letters are still used

Reform: Inclusion of Gentiles, a missionary to the Gentiles
Reinterpretation: Clarified and coded teachings on what was needed for membership of the Christian community
Expansion: Spread to the Hellenic community the message and teachings of Jesus Christ



Impact of development and expression
Paul: Impact of Development and Expression - Paragraph planner 

	
	Contribution to development
	Contribution to expression 
	Impact THEN
	Impact NOW
	Quotes 

	Growth
	St Paul as a missionary established


Christian communities in key cities such as Rome, Ephesus
and Corinth.

By spreading the story of Jesus Christ, Paul gave Jews and
Gentiles a way forward. 

Expansion: Spread to the Hellenic community
the message and teachings of Jesus Christ.
	His teachings about love of God
and neighbour challenged the followers of Jesus to follow
the command of love over the law.

Reinterpretation: From a Jewish sect where Jewish
followers of Jesus followed the law of Moses,
Christianity’s inclusion of Gentiles changed what it meant to be a Christian.
	Paul made Christianity a universal faith, rather than a just a
sect of Judaism.

St Paul challenged the leadership of the Jesus movement-
Peter and James at the Council of Jerusalem to allow
Gentiles to be Christians without following the food laws or
be circumcised. This is recorded in Acts 15.
	Christianity may not have grown to be the Religion it is today if it wasn’t for the Contribution of St Paul.

His letters would form part of the practice of Christianity today used in Sunday worship.

His contribution laid the groundwork for Christianity to be the biggest Religion today.
	The importance of love.
1 Corinthians 13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal This passage
clarifies LOVE as the key ethical teaching for Christians as more important than the observance of LAW.
Christ’s call to a life of freedom and responsibility. Galatians 5:14
The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbour as yourself."

	Beliefs
	We are all Baptised by Christ.
Thus, ALL ARE EQUAL. This can also link to ethics.

Paul’s teaching on resurrection explained that Jesus Christ
through his death and resurrection offered salvation for all
who believed.
	Paul’s writings formulated key teachings about the nature
of the Church. He taught about how Christ lived in them
and by their baptism and the Holy Spirit they were able to
contribute to the Christian community.

Therefore we are all one due to being part of the BODY of Christ.
	Allowed for Gentiles and Hellenists to be included into the Christian faith.

Martin Luther during the Reformation studied Paul’s
Letters to the Galatians and the Romans. From this he formulated belief in justification by faith alone and not
faith and good works as the Catholic Church taught.
	St Paul’s letters laid the foundations for much of the
belief and practise evident in the Christian Church today.

Paul’s writings are foundational underpinning rites
such as Baptism (initiation) and Eucharist (memorial
of Jesus’ breaking of bread).

Paul clarified teachings and focused on what was really important for membership in the Christian Church.
	Membership of the body of Christ.
1 Corinthians 12:13
For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body--whether
Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
"For as in one body we have many parts, and all the parts do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ..." Romans 12:4

	Ethics
	The physical self as the temple of the Holy Spirit 1 Corinthians 6:19

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.
	This passage indicates that one must care for oneself as you are God’s
creation and that gift should be respected. This aspect of the Holy
Spirit is evident in a number of passages about how Christians are
empowered/strengthened by their faith. This outlines MORAL
guidelines for Christians.
	This quote gave hope for the people of Corinth to turn their ways around. They were subject to much physical pleasure and caught up in temptation. This teaching was the key to living a fulfilling life through proper treatment of the body.
	This teaching is rooted in Church teaching and also in school syllabus. The fact that we are learning about Paul and this teaching highlights its impact today.

Paul’s experience of conversion continues to give
hope that Christians can amend their live and change
for the better with the grace of God.
	“The physical self as the temple of the Holy Spirit”
1 Corinthians 6:19

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in
you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.




	Ethics
	Bioethics Resources | Christian - Bioethics NOTES

	ONE of the following areas of ethical teaching in Christianity:

· Bioethics
	BIOETHICS
A branch of ethical teaching and practice which looks at the moral principles which guide medicine.
· Bioethics is concerned with issues surrounding the beginning of life, end of life and equality of life
· Bioethical teaching looks at the moral principles which guide the way that people should act in the face of bioethical issues
· Bioethics deal with ethical questions surrounding taking, giving or altering human life
· Bioethics involves issues relating to the beginning and end of human life – IVF, abortion, euthanasia, palliative care
· Christian Bioethical teachings are diverse and can differ drastically between denominations, based on the moral theory which guides the practice

Christians believe that human life is lived in the context of a divinely created order; all aspects of nature are part of the order of creation, and the moral life consists of living out this order for the glory of God and the fulfilment of the person.
· The point of morality is to fulfil the purpose of human life created by God.

Bioethical issues

	
	Bioethical issue
	Australian law

	Abortion
	A medical procedure used to end a pregnancy through surgical intervention or by taking medication that causes the contents of the uterus to be expelled.
· Permitted under circumstances
	Permits abortion

	Organ donation
	Medical process where organs are removed from a donor and transplanted into someone who is very ill or dying from organ failure. Can involve the kidneys, lungs, heart, liver, large intestine and pancreas.
· Permitted
	Permits organ donation

	Euthanasia
	To relieve the suffering of a sick person. A painless killing of a patient from an incurable and painful disease, to end their life.
· Not permitted
	Permits euthanasia



Christian bioethical teachings

	
	Cause
What is the teaching based on? E.g. quote and reference?
	Effect
What implication does this have on the adherent, particularly in the area of bioethics?

	God is the creator of all things
	“I am the Lord your God” Exodus 20:2





“You shall not Kill/Murder” Exodus 20:13








“God looked at everything he had made, and found it very good.”
Genesis 1:31
	· Belief in the one God, creator of all things
· God is the source of life
· God’s creation is a source of life and blessing
· Honour and respect all that God has created
· Care for God’s creation, including at the beginning and end of life

· God is the giver of life
· Christians are to not take part in murder
· Christians are to love by valuing and caring for God’s creation
· Killing another human at any stage of life is a violation of the order God intended
· God endowed man with the mark of His own nature, and every human bears that mark, meaning each person is loved uniquely by God

· God is the author of creation
· God as creator is the author of the beginning and end of life

	Sanctity of life / life is sacred
	“God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female, he created them.”
Genesis 1:27


“You are holy, for you are God’s temple and God dwells in you.” 1 Corinthians 3:16

Life is valued
“God values life highly. He tells Christians to choose life, to value life and to live life to the full” John 10:10
	· Humankind is made in the goodness, image and likeness of God
· Christians believe that all life is created by God and is therefore unique and sacred
· Christians believe that every attempt should be made to look after all human life, throughout all stages of life.




· Life is a gift from God, to be valued
· Each person created in God’s image is precious and to be protected
· Christians have a responsibility to protect and care for God’s creation

	Dignity of the Human Person. Humankind is made in the Image of God: all life is sacred
	“He answered, ‘The one who treated him with mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” Luke 10:37
	· Good Samaritan recognised dignity in the other and cared for his life
· Story of the Good Samaritan demonstrates the dignity of the human person, thus the need to care for God’s creation at all stages of life
· Treating one another with love, mercy, compassion are the ways we honour the dignity of the human person
· Links to the beatitudes: “Blessed are the merciful”
· Jesus exemplifies this teaching through his interactions with others

	The Golden Rule
	“Do to others whatever you would have them do to you.” Matthew 7:12
“This is my commandment, that all you love one another as I have loved you.” John 15:12
	· Christians are called to love God, all that God has created and thus loves others, equal to oneself
· Importance of respecting each individual and caring for them

	Love of God and neighbour - The Great Commandments
	“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” John 13:34-35

Love your neighbour – St Paul
“For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’” Galatians 5:14
“Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing honour” Romans 12:9-10
	· Christianity is a religion of love
· Love guides relationships of an adherent
· To love someone comes with the implication to not harm them
· To not harm another is to not end the life of another, including at the beginning and end of life, relevant for Abortion and Euthanasia

· Love does no wrong to a neighbour, therefore love is fulling the law – Romans 13:10



Christianity bioethical issues perspectives
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	ABORTION
	EUTHANASIA
	ORGAN DONATION

	Catholic Perspective

	· Opposes abortion in nearly most circumstances
· Allows abortion if its the condition of rape or harm to the mother.
	· Violation of the law of God since it is deliberate and morally unacceptable killing
· Euthanesia is morally wrong
· Taught the unchanging value: “Thou shall not kill.”
	· “The act of love which is expressed with the gift on one’s vital organs remains a genuine testimony of charity that is able to look beyond death so that life always wins.” His Holiness Benedict XVI (7 November 2008)

The Vatican views organ donation positively in regards to the act of charity for the sake of the welfare of others particularly those who are disadvantaged medically. Like with the love of Jesus, organ donation is a representation of life wins over death and sin. 

	Anglican Perspective

	· Don’t condone abortion but is the most lenient denomination towards abortion if the life of the mother is in danger
	· Affirms life is a gift from God not to be taken
· Not subject to matters such as freedom of individual choice
	· Offering of life reflects Christian principle
· Anglicans emphasise the importance of the role of hospital Chaplains
· Provide spiritual and human support

	Orthodox Perspective

	· Abortion is a major moral sin in an Orthodox perspective
· The preservation and protection of life is crucial to the ethical decision making
· Adherents do not have the right to terminate human life 
· It is believed that the foetus is separate from the mother, it’s an individual 
	· Church distinguishes between euthanasia and the withholding of extraordinary means to prolong life
· Affirms the sanctity of human life and man’s God-given responsibility to preserve life
· Rejects an attitude which disregards the inevitability of physical death
	· The Greek orthodox church supports organ transplantation and donation (also supports the donation of kidneys and tissues) 
· Human live can be bettered through the donation of human body parts whilst preserving the sanctity of human life


	Uniting Church Perspective
	· Allows abortion only if the mothers life is in danger
	· Advocated that more money and time should be spent on palliative care as a more humane option
· Conceded that there was room for discussion on the issue
	· Encourages members to donate organs as a selfless act of giving

	Applicable ethical teachings
	· “You shall not kill” 
· “You shall not steal” 
· Humans are created in the likeness of God 
	· Opportunity and time for everything
· God has a plan for everything
	· As life is sacred the act of giving organs are helps preserve life 
· Jesus’ love is applicable to Jesus’ commandment of love as christians are encourage to show love and compassion to others when giving human body parts 

	Quotes to support this application
	“God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female, he created them.” (Genesis 1:27)
	“You shall not kill”
“Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind.”
	“Do not stand idly by your neighbour's blood (Leviticus 19:16) which directs us to use any resource possible to save a life.”

	How do the ethical teachings and quotes apply to your issue?
	· Humankind is made in God’s goodness, image and likeness
· Christians believe that all life is created by God and is therefore unique and sacred
· Christians believe that every attempt should be made to look after all human life, throughout all stages of life
	Confirms that it is the Biblical teaching that God is the creator of everything and no one should take the life of any individual as that is God’s decision and his judgement to make.
	While the bible passage does not enforce organ donation to be mandatory. 





	Significant practices in the life of adherents
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	ONE significant practice within Christianity drawn from:

· Baptism
	BAPTISM
Baptism is the beginning of the faith journey, bringing community and church together.
· Baptism is the beginning of a new and eternal life
· God’s grace is needed and provided through Baptism
· Baptism is a Christian rite of admission and adoption
· A person is initiated into and welcomed by the faith community into faith

Act of obedience: Water baptism is an act of faith and obedience to the commands of Christ.
Public confession: Baptism is a public confession of your faith in, and commitment to, Jesus Christ.

Trinitarian Formula: Also known as ‘The Great Commissioning’ is used for invoking the Father, Son & Holy Spirit, particularly in Baptism. It is the phrase: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”.

What validates Baptism?
· Oriental and Latin Churches and the various Churches of the reformation accept any baptism that makes use of water and the Trinitarian formula as valid
· Among a number of evangelical Churches the practice is to baptise only in the name of Jesus

For a sacrament to be valid, three things have to be present:
· The correct form
· The correct matter
· The correct intention

.   Baptism is significant as it is a call to action, calling the baptised   .
.   and calling the community of believers to live out the Gospel message.   .

	“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
· Signifies the Christian belief in the Trinity and the significance of Baptism



Forms of Baptism

	Aspersion
	Simple sprinkling of water over the head

	Affusion
	Describes the more extensive pouring of water over the head

	Immersion
	Involves the complete lowering of the entire body into a pool of water.
· Represents the dying of the person before being brought back into life as a member of God’s Church



Core beliefs expressed in Baptism
Baptism follows the instructions of Jesus, carried out with his authority and therefore the authority of God.

	Trinity
- Nature of God
- Holy Spirit
	“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19
· Baptism reinforces the belief in the Holy Spirit and the role it plays
· Baptism enables the candidate to receive the Holy Spirit
· Water is poured three times with the words, “I baptise you in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

	Salvation
- Death and resurrection of Jesus
- Forgiveness
- Afterlife
- Revelation
	Recognition of the death and resurrection of Christ
· Death → identify with the necessary sacrifice for sin
· Resurrection → join in new life made possible through sacrifice and victory over death
· Forgiveness → cleansed of all sin, rebirth

· Pouring or immersing in water symbolises new life
· Images of drowning the old self and rebirth draws parallels to sharing the experience of Jesus’ resurrection

Symbols:
· Candle → light of Christ, new life, reborn into Christ’s new life
· White garment → purity, righteousness, cleanliness, new life in Christ
· Water → Jesus’ own death and resurrection as submerging the participant signifies the death of their old life and purification (resurrection), turning to God. Washes away sin (salvation), new life in Christ.

Salvation → ‘to be saved or rescued’

	“Repent and be baptised, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38
· Reflects the belief in the death and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins
“Unless one is born of the water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” John 3:5
“For when you were baptised, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ through your faith in the active power of God who raised him from death.” Colossians 2:12




	Body of Christ
	Joined to Christ → people united → Church
· Baptised to go forth and live out the beliefs Baptism instils
· The baptised live a life modelled on Christ
· Brings adherents closer to God, enabling them to experience the gift of grace
· Baptism expresses the understanding that the baptised person also shares in the life and ministry of Christ

Symbols:
· Sacred text → informs adherents baptism is needed to obtain salvation
· White garment → purity, cleansed from original sin
· Water → washes away sin (salvation), new life in Christ

	“As many of you as were baptised into Christ have clothed yourself with Christ” Galatians 3:27






Features of Baptism

	Water
	The application of water on the individual.
· Blessed water is used by Orthodox, Catholic and Anglican denominations
· Person is baptised in the name of the Trinity, signifying the Christian belief in the Trinity
· Water signifies cleanliness, washing sin away
· Links to the belief that a person is born into the living, flowing waters of life in Christ
· Seashell symbolic of what Saint James used to baptise his converts in Spain, thus a seashell is used during baptism to pour water

Baptismal font/pool → where Baptism occurs 

	“Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and of the spirit.” John 3:5-8
“Moses dividing the waters of Red sea” Exodus 14




	Sacred text - Bible
	Every Christian denomination draws on sacred scripture in readings which link to the faithful teachings of Christ.
· Scripture informs that Baptism is significant for Salvation and must be preceded by faith and repentance
· Informs adherents that baptism is needed to obtain salvation
· Christians are reminded of the tradition of the Church and Baptism as the essential act of faith and desire to follow Christ anew
· Word of the Lord links adherents to the Living God who came to save them

	“I am the way, the truth of life and the life, no one comes to the Father through me.” John 14:6




	Prayer
	Prayers are centred around a renewal of the faith community’s baptismal vows and a desire by the parents and Godparents for the Child or person to reject Satan and follow Christ
· Orthodox, Catholic, Anglican and Protestant variants all have a specific Rite for initiation of a person into faith; this rite involving prayer
· All three 3 variants recite the Our Father and Nicene Creed to symbolise their connection to the roots of the Christian belief

	Oil
	Candidate is anointed with the Oil of Catechumens.
· If the candidate is entering the Orthodox Church or an adult is entering the Catholic or Anglican Church at Easter, they will also be anointed with the Oil of Chrism and confirmed into the faith
· The oil provides healing and strength associated with the rebirth in Christ

	White garment
	Worn by infant candidates to symbolise purity, righteousness and cleanliness
· Idea is if young infants die they are sinless and go to Heaven
· White indicates being freed from the ‘chains’ of sin and thus joined to the body of Christ

	Candle
	Candle symbolises the light of Christ as Baptism is significant of new life in Christ.
· Candle reminds adherents of new life in Christ
· The person being baptised is born into new life in Christ and identifies with His life, death and resurrection in the hope that they will inherit eternal life with Him in Heaven

	Faith community
	The faith community gives witness to the Baptism as members of the Church who will support and encourage the candidate on their faith journey.
· Sense of unity as they’re there because of Jesus’ salvation
· Sense of reliving the moment for the faith community, as if they’re restating their vows to the Church

Faith community → relatives, friends, Godparents, adherents of Christian faith

	Individual
	Individuals believe that Christ is present in the gathered community
· Adherents believe that Christ is present with them at their gathering and that they are united in Christ in belief

	“Where two or more are gathered in my name, I shall be there in the midst of them” Matthew 18:20






	Ordinance
	A Christian rite that is believed to have been ordained by Christ and that is held to be a means of divine grace or to be a sign or symbol of a spiritual reality.

Sacrament is God doing the work → means of grace.
Ordinance is people doing the work → pledging allegiance to God. 



Significance of Baptism for the individual and community

	Significance for the individual

	· Baptism initiates an individual into Christian life
· Introduces the individual to life guided by the Holy Spirit
· Shows that the individual desires to follow the example set by Jesus in his own baptism by John
· Follow the command or directive of Jesus in the Book of Matthew 28:18-19
· Public message of faith to the rest of the community
· Supporters believe it best describes the concept of death and resurrection
· Having been initiated into a Christian Church implies a commitment to the teachings, practices and life of the community
· Provides access for the individual to participate in other rites of sacraments offered by the particular church



	Significance for the community

	The community is the universal communion of the faithful who have shared, suffered and stood together.
· Establishes a concept of identity within the community
· Unites all individuals with Jesus’ death and resurrection
· By being baptised, they are a part of a community of believers that extends to the past and into the future and also to all others who are also baptised → ongoing, continuing community
· Community that initiates individuals also takes on a significant responsibility having welcome the individual, nurturing and supporting them by its example
· Christian life is often counter-cultural and remaining faithful to one’s individual commitment is not easy
· Support of the community strengthens the individual, reassuring the individual that it can be done
· Community is enriched by the faith of the individual, their commitment to the life of the community encourages those whose own commitment may have waned

The community:
· Welcomes and witnesses the baptism
· Through sponsors and godparents, assists the candidate in Christian life
· Nurtures and supports the individual by its example



	“Baptised in Christ you have clothed yourself in Christ” Galatians 3
· Individual now shares in the life and the ministry of Christ
“If anyone would follow me let them take up their cross each day and follow me” Luke 9
· The baptised should live a life in imitation of Christ

CONTEMPORARY QUOTES
“Baptism gives us new birth in Christ, makes us share in the mystery of his death and resurrection, grants the forgiveness of sin and brings us new freedom as God’s children and members of his church.” Pope Franics
“Our Baptism has changed us, given us a new and glorious hope, and empowered us to bring God’s redeeming love to all, particularly the poor, in whom we see the face of Christ.” Pope Francis






